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The Collegian 
Search committees are pres-
ently trying to find replacements 
for half of the 24 Kenyon profes-
sors planning to go on  sabbatical 
next year, an unusually high num-
ber.
Ordinarily, between 10 and 18 
professors, including some who 
teach in multiple departments, 
go on sabbatical each year. Even 
so, Provost Nayef Samhat doesn’t 
think there will be a problem this 
coming year. “The sabbatical pro-
vides the opportunity for an in-
dividual to renew themselves and 
renew their goals,” he said. After 
coming to Kenyon in 2009, Sam-
hat began to revamp the old sab-
batical program. He realized that 
the greatest glitch was “cluster-
ing,” meaning that many profes-
sors from one department would 
be away on sabbatical at the same 
time.  Samhat resolved this prob-
lem by working with department 
chairs to create a sabbatical sched-
ule. “We would make permanent 
changes in the sabbatical schedule 
to make it evenly spread out,” he 
said.  
The new schedule gives ten-
ured professors the opportunity to 
nyon trustee and chairman of the 
Gallery’s board, said. “We knew 
we had to integrate it with the aca-
demic life at Kenyon, and didn’t 
know exactly what that meant. 
And what I’ve seen is a progression, 
a very positive progression, from 
the very beginning to today.”
Since opening its glass doors in 
the fall of 2011, the Gund Gallery 
has staged four major exhibitions. 
The Columbus Dispatch, reviewing 
the Gallery’s inaugural show, called 
the 6,200-square-foot 
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Despite recent concerns about 
how well Community Advisors 
(CAs) are compensated, 88 ap-
plications were submitted for the 
2013-2014 school year to fill 46 
slots.
This breaks a five-year record at 
least, according to Lindsay Faul-
stick, associate director for Hous-
ing and Residential Life.
With 33 returning CAs and 
55 new applicants, the applicant 
When the Gund Gallery’s 
board of directors meets in April, 
its members will ask themselves: Is 
the Gallery enriching the student 
experience? And, if the answer is 
yes, how much will it cost to keep 
it up?
The board formed last spring 
when the Gallery split from the 
College and became its own non-
profit corporation. “It’s all sort of 
new to us,” David Horvitz ’74, Ke-
pool saw an 89-percent return-
rate of eligible CAs, “the highest 
return rate Housing and Residen-
tial Life has ever seen,” said Alicia 
Dugas, assistant dean of students 
for Housing and Residential Life. 
The return rate for the 2012-2103 
school year was 55 percent.
Two major factors often deter 
prospective CAs from applying or 
from accepting a position offered 
to them.
“We actually track … the rea-
sons why they 
go on sabbatical roughly once ev-
ery eight years, provided that their 
sabbatical project is “meaningful 
and substantive,” Samhat said. 
While it seems that this schedule 
would prevent a large number of 
people from going on sabbatical at 
the same time, it really serves only 
to make sure that no department 
is missing more professors than 
any other.  
As Samhat explained, some 
departments already have extra 
professors on hand to replace pro-
fessors who go on sabbatical, but 
for those departments without re-
placements, a search committee 
made up of professors is enlisted 
to identify prospective replace-
ments.  The money for the profes-
sor searches comes out of a search 
budget controlled by the Provost’s 
office.  Professors are sent region-
ally and sometimes nationally to 
identify “energetic” candidates, 
and after a vetting process, a few 
of these candidates are invited to 
join the Kenyon faculty.  
Of the 24 professors planning to go on sabbatical next year, 12 must be replaced. 
Help wanted: professors needed 
in multiple departments
page 2
Departments with 
Ongoing Searches: 
Anthropology
Art History 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Dance 
English 
History
Music 
Neuroscience 
Philosophy
Physics 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Sociology 
Spanish (MLL)
Studio Art 
Source: Office of the Provost
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NEWS
EDITORS: MADELEINE THOMPSON
and LAUREN TOOLE
Student Council
•	 Student Life Committee approved the Writing Center 
Creative Table, which hosts creative writing workshops 
which about 40 people typically attend. The Student 
Life Committee does not know if the group has a re-
lationship with Jeanne Griggs, director of the Writing 
Center.
•	 Last semester, the Student Life Committee cut off 
funding to Beyond Therapy because it failed to fill out 
its end-of-semester evaluation and failed to complete 
leadership requirements. Its president has returned 
from studying abroad, however, and worked with the 
Student Activities Office to resurrect the group, so 
Student Council approved Beyond Therapy 2.0.
•	 Student Council deferred approving the Kenyon Dance 
Enthusiast Alliance because it had too many different 
goals. 
•	 Student Activities has opened Student Council’s nomi-
nations on OrgSync and will close them on March 2. 
The Student Life Committee would like all the student 
government committee heads to submit a list of com-
mittee members from this year’s and last year’s com-
mittees to determine nomination eligibility.
•	 Academic Affairs will do a survey about comprehensive 
senior exercises and how the rigor of these exams com-
pares with typical academic work. 
•	 The Business and Finance Committee (BFC) present-
ed a budget, which Student Council approved. It in-
cludes, among other things:
•	 No money for Women’s Rugby; they applied for 
a shed, which the BFC would be happy to fund, 
but there are expensive building permits in-
volved. Thus, the BFC wonders if they were the 
best source for the funding for this project.
•	 Women’s Ultimate Frisbee received funding for 
a bid fee for an overnight tournament they will 
play in from 11:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. The BFC 
expects Campus Safety to ensure that the team 
will practice safe driving habits.
•	 International Students at Kenyon received fund-
ing for its annual international food tasting and 
to purchase a steamed rice maker, which it will 
share with other clubs.
•	 The Black Student Union received funding for 
the formal it has already hosted, an upcoming 
poetry reading by Alison Joseph ’88 and tradi-
tional hip-hop African dance lessons. 
•	 Men’s Ultimate Frisbee received funding for all 
official tournament-related costs but not for be-
tween-tournament costs.
•	 Student Lectureships received funding to bring 
the Tuskegee Air Men to campus.
•	 Adelante received funding for papel picado for 
art for Cinco de Mayo and for Easter egg-dec-
orating supplies.
•	 The Greek representative reported that all Greek orga-
nizations have Relay for Life teams.
•	 The Senior Class hosted a fun Fandango and is still 
firming up options for Senior Week, with a strong pos-
sibility of zip-lining.
•	 Campus Senate discussed the lack of safe spaces on 
campus. It learned, however, that there are enough safe 
spaces on campus, but students just need to know how 
to get to them. Students should call Campus Safety to 
let them into the safe space. 
•	 Campus Senate will soon post detailed posters about 
the Smoking Policy.
•	 Campus Senate approved Student Council’s constitu-
tional changes.
•	 Juniors sold Valentine’s Day coozies.
•	 Sophomores will soon sell their designed bro-tanks 
and will start planning a philanthropy project.  
•	 First Year Council will soon put up posters showing 
who first-year students’ class representatives are. Ad-
ditionally, it is selling crew neck shirts in Peirce Hall 
through Friday. 
•	 Amy Schlessman ’13 of the Presidential Search Com-
mittee came to hear Student Council’s thoughts on the 
presidential search process. Due to confidentiality, she 
could not reveal specifics of the search’s status. She 
would not say how long it would be until a new presi-
dent is announced, but she doubts that the school will 
need an interim president.
•	 When candidates are within the school’s top five choic-
es, they might meet students. The candidate can choose 
not to meet with students, since doing so could jeop-
ardize their confidentiality. If a candidate does wish 
to meet with students, the search committee will ask 
groups such as Student Council for representatives.
•	 Student Council discussed the traits it would like to see 
in the next president.
•	 Some members desired a president who had a 
strong presence on campus, living here and pos-
sibly raising a family here.
•	 Other members argued that the next president 
should focus on fundraising, even if that means 
spending a lot of time in bigger cities.
•	 Other Student Council members wished for the 
next president to continue President S. Georgia 
Nugent’s legacy in improving gender equality at 
Kenyon. Nugent helped sororities attain division 
housing and women’s sports teams find funding 
for assistant coaches.
•	 Other Student Council members pointed out 
that Kenyon needs to work on diversity.
•	 Within the Council, there was division as to 
whether the next president should have a back-
ground in the humanities and support for hu-
manities or a focus on subjects that would more 
likely help students receive jobs after graduation. 
•	 Students also voiced that they would like the 
next president to continue on Nugent’s path of 
advocating for liberal arts colleges on a national 
scale.
•	 Student Council again discussed the subject of a Ken-
yon Honor Code.
•	 The potential timeline for this project would in-
volve creating a draft this year and allowing next 
year’s Council to pass it, if its members also think 
Kenyon would benefit from an honor code.
•	 This week, Student Council hopes to send out a 
poll asking for students’ opinions and comments 
on the possibility of a Kenyon Honor Code.
•	 As an alternative to the Honor Code, or in con-
junction with the Honor Code, some Student 
Council members stated that they would like to 
see a heightened interaction between students, 
faculty and staff to increase student maturity. 
Other Student Council members pointed out, 
however, that those opportunities might exist, 
and students might not take full advantage of 
them.
•	 As an alternative to the honor code, one Student 
Council member proposed that students should 
meet the maintenance staff members who clean 
their building, in order to gain an appreciation of 
the fact that someone must clean up after them.
Sunday. February 17
A few weeks ago, Emory University’s alumni 
bulletin ran a column by the University’s president, 
James Wagner, in which he praises the “Three-
Fifths Compromise” — a 1787 agreement between 
Northern and Southern states that counted slaves 
as three-fifths of a person for taxation purposes — 
as a “pragmatic half-victory.”
“How stupid could you be?” President S. Geor-
gia Nugent said in response. 
“Emory has just been going through … a lot of 
stuff about unearthing their past relationship to 
slavery. How could anybody have let him say that? 
I figure the guy is out by the end of the week.”
Nugent on Emory President’s Gaffe
let us know they’re not planning on doing it,” Dugas 
said. “What we hear overwhelmingly every single year, 
from our top candidates, is just that their financial aid 
package is negatively affected, and so they’re unable to 
do it.”
For example, when a student is on need-based fi-
nancial aid and receives benefits in connection with 
being a CA, like a stipend and room and board, it re-
duces the amount of aid the student is considered to 
need, and thus the amount of aid the student receives 
as a CA. “The issue is where is the money coming 
from?” Dugas said, “And if it’s coming from a loan, 
then that might be in the CA’s advantage to be a CA. 
If it’s coming from a grant, then that’s something else 
to consider.” 
“We’ve worked with [the office of] financial aid, 
and we have tried to examine lots of different options,” 
she added. 
Another financial sticking point that has come un-
der fire recently, in the wake of an editorial published 
in the Collegian on Thursday, Jan. 24 calling for greater 
benefits for CAs, is the perceived notion that CAs are 
not well compensated for their work.
“[Housing and Residential Life] ask for very tough 
realistic standards to meet,” said Kenny Fedorko ’13, a 
current CA in McBride Residence Hall. “Some people 
meet them. I can’t. But I still do an effective amount to 
reach 70 to 80 percent of what a CA is required.  And I 
admire those people that make 100 percent.”
“We really can’t do everything that’s expected all 
the time,” said a former CA. 
Though CAs feel as though the bar is sometimes set 
above and beyond what is feasible, their salary does not 
reflect the high standards their job requires.    
“I think the salary issue is one that certainly has 
been raised before and continues to be a concern for 
our CAs,” Dugas said. 
“If you look at their hourly salary, it’s lower than any 
other paid position on campus. That’s a concern for me 
and has always been a concern for me.
“The Dean’s Advisory Council, which is made up 
of CAs, is going to be working on this issue and has 
been working on the issue,” she added. “That was un-
fortunate that the opinion piece didn’t state that, that 
CAs are actually in the process of working on it.”
Unlike hourly wages, the $1,400 stipend per se-
mester that CAs receive does not have to conform with 
Ohio minimum wage laws. Advertised as a 20-hour 
a week job, the duties of the CA are hard to quantify, 
Faulstick said.
“It’s really hard to put hours on the work that a CA 
does,” Faulstick said, “because they could be walking 
to class and see a resident and be building communi-
ty by just talking with them as they’re walking down 
Middle Path.
“Very few of those [20] hours are going to feel like, 
‘I’m sitting at a desk and doing a job,” she continued. 
“It’s more like experiencing building a community 
for other students at Kenyon — making this the type 
of place people enjoy living [in] and not just any old sort 
of dorm. It’s not a dorm. It’s a residential experience.”
With the smell of reform in the air and fresh 
staff, Faulstick remains upbeat about the potential for 
change.
“I would say there’s been a lot of really cool, fun and 
exciting changes within our department,” she said. “I 
think we’re going in a really cool direction.”
Competition 
increases for 
46 CA slots
continued from page 1 
Correction
In “Craft Center Moves to Art Barn From Historic Building” (Jan. 31, 2013), the Collegian misstated the location of the for-
mer Craft Center. Prior to 1885, it was located at the corner of Wiggin Street and Chase Avenue. The Collegian regrets the error. 
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Gund Gallery funds will ease burden on College budget
gallery a vast improvement over 
the Olin Art Gallery, “an awkward 
space tucked in the bowels of the 
campus library.”
Of course, that improvement was 
not cheap. The new building, which 
also houses the art history depart-
ment, cost $17.5 million — nearly 
two-thirds of which Graham Gund 
’63, the building’s architect and 
namesake, contributed.
As for day-to-day operations, 
“The College funds the Gallery,” 
Horvitz said. “This is a big hit for the 
College. I don’t think it’s a secret; it’s 
over $500,000 that they’re paying for 
the salaries and everything else, and 
that money is not endowed. … Like 
the rest of College expenses, [it is] 
70-percent tuition dependent. You 
guys are paying for it.”
“In order to do that, it’s got to 
make the quality of your educa-
tion better,” Horvitz said. “My in-
stinct tells me it’s not a close call: it 
is that much better. The experience 
of the students in four years because 
of Gund Gallery, because of all the 
programming at Gund Gallery, are 
going to be enriched.”
The Gallery employs nearly 30 
students. It holds artist talks and 
film screenings linked to current ex-
hibitions. This week, as part of a con-
tinuing collaboration with the Ken-
yon Review, the Gallery will host a 
symposium on cultural ownership 
featuring speakers from Colgate 
University and Christie’s Auction 
House and moderated by a multi-
disciplinary panel of Kenyon profes-
sors. On the lighter side of things, the 
Gund hosts a faculty happy hour and 
PB&J Wednesdays, a buffet that has 
drawn over 100 students when the 
special ingredient was bacon.
But in order to “pay for the high-
est level of programming that the 
College would ever want,” Horvitz 
said, the Gallery will need increased 
financial independence. “What we’d 
like to do is to build an endowment 
so that, one, you don’t have to fight 
for it every year, and, two, eventu-
ally, … and this may just be me, I’d 
like the College’s contribution to go 
down.”
To this end, the board has raised 
$61,000 and another $45,000 is 
pledged to be paid by June. Horvitz 
guessed that within five years the 
Gallery could build a $10-million 
endowment, “which translates to a 
$450,000-a-year payout.”
The Gallery’s current budget, 
in Horvitz’s words, is “a shoestring 
of what we need.” While endowed 
money would not allow the Gallery 
to hire full-time employees — that 
is exclusively the College’s domain 
— it could allow them to contract 
specialists. “Let’s say we want to do 
a Latin American art exhibition,” a 
genre beyond Gallery Director Nat-
alie Marsh’s expertise. “We might 
hire a curator and pay them $10,000, 
or something, to curate … that 
whole exhibition. We can’t do that 
out of the $500,000 that Kenyon’s 
giving us, but out of the money that 
we’re going to raise, we’re going to be 
able to do that.”
To build that sort of endowment, 
Horvitz said the Gallery would 
court donors who have little affilia-
tion with Kenyon. “What we’re try-
ing to find are donors that are not 
really interested in College financial 
aid or in student housing or maybe 
not even in Kenyon College,” Hor-
vitz said. “We’re trying to find new 
donors or donors that wouldn’t oth-
erwise be giving. We’re really trying 
hard not to compete with the Ken-
continued from page 1 yon Fund or the Parents Fund.”
The pitch to those donors hinges 
on the ways the Gallery advances the 
College’s curriculum. The Gallery is 
in the midst of hiring a new Curator 
of Academic Programs, who will be 
tasked with forging academic links 
between the Gallery and the Col-
lege.
On occasion, though, the rela-
tionship between the Gallery and 
Kenyon’s faculty has been awkward. 
Gallery Director Natalie Marsh told 
the Collegian last April that the Gal-
lery’s main objective was to “bring in 
work from outside,” and in so doing 
curate exhibitions that would “serve 
many different departments and 
curricula at the same time.” In keep-
ing with that, the Gallery planned to 
incorporate faculty art into relevant 
exhibitions rather than host faculty-
only shows, a staple in the Olin Gal-
lery.
Last spring, work by Professors of 
Art Greg Spaid and Barry Gunder-
son appeared alongside pieces by 
Andrew Wyeth and Walker Ev-
ans. Right now, Associate Professor 
of Art Read Baldwin’s landscapes 
of the U.S. Southwest are hanging 
with the work of Chilean artist Al-
fredo Jaar and Israeli-born Ori Ger-
sht. But some art professors still felt 
a dedicated faculty exhibit was nec-
essary to the Gallery’s mission, and 
the Gallery agreed to host a biennial 
faculty show.
Before the board meets in April, 
the members are also putting to-
gether a collections committee and 
finalizing a collections policy. “We 
built this thing with the goal to have 
a world-class permanent collection 
of post-war and contemporary art. 
We have a couple of pieces. We have 
some donors that have collections I’d 
love to get,” Horvitz said.
But donors are nervous. In times 
of financial duress, some colleg-
es and universities have proposed 
auctioning their art collections for 
an easy dose of revenue. In 2009, 
Brandeis University announced a 
plan to shutter its museum and sell 
off its contents; following a two-year 
legal battle, the University reneged.
According to Horvitz, “We’ve 
talked to donors and said, ‘We’re not 
going to do that.’ And they say, ‘We 
know you aren’t, but 20 years from 
now we’re not going to be talking to 
you.’”
Breaking away from the College 
and establishing a collection policy 
are steps toward quelling those con-
cerns. Getting the Gallery fully ac-
credited as a lending museum will be 
another. 
The Gallery grows up, and the 
board remains optimistic. “Natalie’s 
doing a terrific job,” Horvitz said. 
“She’s a racehorse; she’s a thorough-
bred. … She works 24 hours a day, 
more so than me. But I’m a volun-
teer.”
“       The College funds the Gallery. This is a big hit for the College. I don’t think it’s a secret; it’s over 
$500,000 that they’re paying for the salaries and 
everything else, and that money is not endowed. 
David Horvitz ’74, Chairman of the Gund Gallery Board
Searches seek 
to fill sabbatical 
positions
A ‘Unique’ world: Kluge shares stories
Resolving the cluster-
ing problem also helped 
with year-to-year sabbati-
cal costs. “Spreading sab-
baticals out doesn’t neces-
sarily reduce a cost over 
time, but it makes the 
pressure on the budget 
from year to year much 
more manageable,” Sam-
hat said.  Professors who 
are on sabbatical have the 
choice of taking a full- or 
half-year sabbatical.  Pro-
fessors who take half-year 
sabbaticals are given full 
pay, but those who take 
full-year sabbaticals are 
given only half pay.  In 
order to incentivize pro-
fessors to take full-year 
sabbaticals so that they 
can make more individ-
ual progress, Kenyon of-
fers full-year sabbatical 
professors a supplement 
paycheck.  This means 
that every professor who 
goes on sabbatical is giv-
en at least half pay plus 
a supplemental.  This 
cost, combined with the 
cost of paying a replace-
ment professor, plus the 
money required to send 
out a search committee, 
means that sabbaticals 
use a large percentage of 
Kenyon’s annual budget. 
“These are an expensive 
aspect of the institutional 
operation,” Samhat said. 
The search process to re-
place absent professors is 
an especially costly part 
of the operation. 
Although replacing 
upwards of 20 professors 
seems daunting, Samhat 
is confident in his pro-
cess.  
“Bringing an individu-
al to campus to teach some 
courses enhances the stu-
dent experience, provid-
ing opportunities to bring 
new ideas and topics to 
the curriculum so the 
whole system of sabbati-
cals is, I think, a positive 
experience,” Samhat said. 
continued from page 1 
Writer-in-Residence 
P.F. Kluge ’64 can’t just 
visit a place and move on. 
“When you’re a writer and 
you go to any place, you’re 
always looking for mate-
rial and you’re not done 
with the place until you’ve 
written about it,” he said. 
Certain places keep 
calling him back. “I have 
therefore been, all my 
life, in dialogue with four 
places which I call is-
lands,” Kluge said.
Kluge’s talk this Satur-
day evening, “The World 
According to Kluge: 
Thoughts on Gambier 
and Other Islands,” will 
examine these literal and 
metaphorical islands: 
Gambier, his home state 
New Jersey, the Philip-
pines, and the islands of 
Micronesia where he was 
stationed during his stint 
in the Peace Corps. The 
talk is part of the “Ken-
yon Unique” lecture se-
ries, facilitated by trustee 
Matthew Winkler ’77.
To prepare for the 
talk, Kluge and his 
wife spent weeks rif ling 
through closets for old 
pictures, books and mis-
cellany. “The amount of 
the debris that collected 
on the tables in our home 
as a result of the project 
was obscene,” Kluge said. 
“It’s been fun. I think 
that we have been both 
glad that we were forced 
to do this now instead of 
later on.”
“It’s the sort of inven-
tory you do when you 
retire and move into a 
smaller house or assisted 
living,” he said. 
But Kluge will not be 
retiring anytime soon. “I 
think a lot of the gossip 
says that this is my sort 
of valedictory speech. It’s 
not,” he said.
The speech features 
a slideshow of Kluge’s 
rediscovered snapshots. 
“What always surprises 
you [are] the pictures of 
your younger self,” he 
said. ‘“Who is that char-
acter? Do I know him? Is 
he still in me? I think he 
was kind of a nice guy, 
but maybe not everybody 
thought so.”’
 Kluge admitted that 
his photo archive is lim-
ited. “I’ve always been 
embarrassed by the way 
that the … presence of a 
camera spoils an occasion 
[and] somehow subtracts 
from it,” he said.
On the whole, though, 
Kluge is a good archivist. 
He gestured at the wall 
of his office, which was 
plastered with clippings 
and photographs and said, 
“I have enough stuff.”
There are only a few 
objects that Kluge regrets 
not holding onto. 
During Kluge’s senior 
year at Kenyon, he and 
Professor Emeritus of 
English Perry Lentz ’64 
were pallbearers at Pro-
fessor Denham Sutcliffe’s 
funeral. Sutcliffe’s widow 
invited the two students 
to her home so that they 
could each pick out one of 
her husband’s books as a 
keepsake.
“I picked his copy of 
Huckleberry Finn, which 
has his notations all over 
it … in handwriting that 
I could recognize to this 
day, a certain slanting 
handwriting,” Kluge said. 
When Kluge left for the 
Peace Corps, he stored his 
possessions with his fa-
ther. Kluge remembered, 
“My father was a big 
thrower-outer and that 
book disappeared and I’ve 
always regretted it.”
Kluge says he feels es-
sentially the same way 
about Kenyon as he did as 
a student under Sutcliffe.
“I still like the human 
connections here,” he 
said. “I still feel the same 
mix of love and loyal op-
position to this place that 
I’ve always felt — tough 
love. I felt it then when I 
was editor of the Collegian 
and I feel it now when I’m 
reduced to being its advi-
sor. … I think that will 
come out in the speech.”
If anything has 
changed it has been the 
perception of Kluge rather 
than Kluge himself. “The 
young iconoclast becomes 
the old grouch. That’s in-
evitable,” he said. “But I 
don’t think that the kid 
in me has changed that 
much.”
Kluge remembered the 
camaraderie of his college 
years, back when Kenyon 
was an all-male school of 
only 500 students.
“There was a sense 
that we were shipwrecked 
here,” he said. 
“‘What are we going 
to do?’ Well, we made it 
work like you do when 
you’re shipwrecked on an 
island.”
Kluge will present “The 
World According to Kluge: 
Thoughts on Gambier and 
Other Islands” on Saturday, 
Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Gund Gallery’s Community 
Foundation Theater.
    SARAH LEHR 
ARTS EDITOR
K
Kenyon’s Writer-in-Residence P. F. Kluge will discuss 
his global experiences in an upcoming lecture.
“      Spreading the sab-baticals out doesn’t necessarily reduce a 
cost over time, but it 
makes the pressure on 
the budget from year 
to year much more 
manageable.
Nayef Samhat, Provost
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Greek Council wins distinguished national awards
     GRACE HITZEMAN
STAFF WRITER
K  
For the first time ever, Greek 
Council received national recognition 
for its efforts here on the Hill. The As-
sociation of Fraternal Leadership and 
Values (AFLV) awarded Kenyon’s 
Greek Council its Council Manage-
ment Award and Philanthropy and 
Community Service Award. Nolan 
Reisen ’15, service coordinator for 
Greek Council, estimated that rep-
resentatives from hundreds of schools 
around the nation attended the 
awards ceremony at which Kenyon 
was honored. Furthermore, Director 
of Student Activities and Greek Life 
Christina Mastrangelo said, “We 
were the only Greek Council applica-
tion that won any sort of recognition.”
Reisen cited the Greek-hosted Fall 
Festival, which entertained approxi-
mately 400 Mount Vernon children 
last October — each fraternity or so-
rority ran a booth — as a reason they 
won the Philanthropy and Com-
munity Service Award. “I think our 
community service stood out because 
I don’t know of any other school that 
does that kind of festival for the local 
children,” Reisen said.
AFLV also considered Kenyon’s 
annual Greek Day of Service, which 
will occur after spring break, as a part 
of the awards process. Greek Council 
President Andrew Tint ’13 also said 
individual organizations’ fundrais-
ing efforts and the Council’s “ability 
to help other organizations, like co-
sponsoring events” factored into win-
ning the award. Tint considered the 
philanthropy award win “an extreme-
ly impressive feat” that Greek Council 
was “not expecting.” 
 Greek Council also received the 
Council Management Award, which 
recognizes interior management skills 
that allow one to lead on campus. 
Another consideration for the award 
is the applicant’s level of involvement 
in the community, which does not in-
clude social activities. “With council 
management, they want to make sure 
you have up-to-date reviewed and ap-
proved operation documents such as 
constitution and bylaws,” Mastrange-
lo said. Other criteria considered for 
the award are the different training 
opportunities offered for officers and 
the ethical standing of organizations’ 
economic practice. 
Tint attributes winning these 
awards to the “Greek’s Standard of 
Excellence,” a document that sets re-
quirements  and standards of excel-
lence for Kenyon’s Greek organiza-
tions. “It’s almost as if we’ve created 
and awards and assessment program 
for our community,” Mastrangelo 
said. These standards “created a sense 
of what [Greek Council’s] values are 
as a community.” Tint added that the 
document is “a way to make sure we 
are handling our business instead of 
just throwing parties.”
This is the first year that the 
Greek Council has applied for AFLV 
awards. Two years ago, when Tint 
became Greek Council president, he 
and Mastrangelo decided that Ke-
nyon’s Greek organizations would 
make winning a goal. Last year, Tint 
went to the AFLV conference in St. 
Louis, Mo., where he talked with past 
winners and attended sessions in or-
der to assess how Kenyon might win 
the awards. Executives from Greek 
Council spent several Saturdays com-
piling binder-thick applications for 
each award.
According to Reisen, competition 
for the awards will likely increase in 
the coming years. “The Greek Coun-
cil division of it is a relatively new 
branch of the awards,” Reisen said. 
“It’s only been around for a few years, 
so the word didn’t get out right away, 
so eventually more schools are apply-
ing.” 
Mastrangelo thinks some Ken-
yon students harbor misconceptions 
about what the College’s Greek or-
ganizations do, and hopes winning 
the awards will change the campus’s 
perspective on Greek life at Kenyon. 
“I hope people see they’re trying their 
best, and they’re doing good things, 
and oftentimes I think it goes unno-
ticed, so it’s great to see them finally 
get noticed for all the hard work they 
have been putting into it,” Mastran-
gelo said. “I think people don’t real-
ize how much money is raised, or how 
many hours served.”
Tint agreed, adding, “I think we 
are most proud of the fact that it’s a 
total Greek effort and each individual 
has to play his part.” He added, “It’s 
hard to say we’re only a social organi-
zation when we are honored as one of 
the better Greek councils in the coun-
try for philanthropy and community 
service.”
Visiting speaker advocates for workers’ rights
    CAROLYN FLEDER 
STAFF WRITER
K
Between his sophomore and 
junior years of college, Baldemar 
Velasquez joined the Congress of 
Racial Equality in its campaign for 
civil rights. He lived in Cleveland 
in cheap tenement housing with 
some other volunteers — and a few 
rats. 
When a friend asked why he 
never complained about the rats, 
Velasquez explained that he had 
grown up in a poor family of mi-
grant workers, who lived in squa-
lor. Unable to afford toys, he and 
his brother used to play games with 
the rats that crawled in through the 
cracks in the house. The siblings 
would fling the rodents across the 
room with their shared blanket. 
Upon hearing of the conditions 
in which Velasquez grew up, his 
friend said, “Good Lord, son, why 
aren’t you doing something for your 
own people?” 
Perhaps inspired by this ex-
change, Velasquez founded the 
Farm Labor Organizing Commit-
tee (FLOC) to fight to give a voice 
to America’s migrant workers. 
Since then, FLOC has achieved 
great successes in advancing mi-
grant workers’ rights. 
This year, five students from 
Professor of Spanish Clara Roman-
Odio’s Intro to Chicano/Chicana 
Studies class went to the FLOC 
headquarters to do an eight-hour 
training session as part of a class 
project that involved community-
based research and service learning. 
Working with FLOC inspired the 
students to bring the effort to Ken-
yon, which they successfully did on 
Monday, when Velasquez spoke to 
a room full of students and profes-
sors. 
Rebecca Chowdhury ’13, one of 
Roman-Odio’s students, explained 
why bringing Velasquez to the Col-
lege was so important. “One thing 
we were trying to show the com-
munity is what goes into creating 
the lifestyle we enjoy every day. 
From the cigarettes we smoke, to 
the canned soup that we buy, really 
challenging them to think about 
the people who make that lifestyle 
possible,” she said. Caitlin Ramirez 
’14, another Chicano/a studies stu-
dent, said, “We don’t always think 
about where our food comes from, 
where our tobacco comes from, so 
just raising our consciousness to be 
aware of that [is important].” 
Velasquez is quick to say that 
FLOC is not seeking vouchers or 
handouts for migrant workers, as 
he believes that these act only as a 
temporary solution and that farm-
ers are not beggars and thus do not 
want them. The goal is to give the 
workers the power to “speak for 
themselves in their own voices,” as 
Velasquez put it. FLOC is an or-
ganizing committee that works to 
extend participation to all members 
of the community. “I look at every-
thing we do on the basis of, ‘How 
can we give that worker a tool that 
will allow him to take care of what 
bothers him … to help [the worker] 
have a tool [he] can use and not fear 
retaliation. That’s what we’re do-
ing,” Velasquez said. 
In 1983, against great odds, 
FLOC enacted a campaign against 
the Campbell Soup Company 
that ended in a landmark agree-
ment that gave migrant workers 
the power to implement changes 
within their own communities. 
Their success with Campbell’s end-
ed share-cropping, increased wag-
es and led to renovated housing at 
their labor camps. These improve-
ments increased the quality of life 
of migrant workers and their fami-
lies and was also beneficial to the 
farms, which enjoyed a 42-percent 
average increase in productivity. 
“We want the company to prosper, 
we want the farmers to get rich, be-
cause we want a good place to come 
to work that treats us like human 
beings, not dogs,” Velasquez said. 
FLOC has now turned its ef-
forts toward big tobacco, hoping 
to make the same strides with the 
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, 
one of the largest tobacco corpora-
tions in the world, whose cigarette 
brands include Camel, Century, 
and Salem. Despite its annual profit 
of $2 billion, Reynolds is, according 
to FLOC, responsible for egregious 
exploitation of its farm workers, 90 
percent of whom are estimated to 
be undocumented. Aside from long 
hours, harassment and poor hous-
ing, the farmworkers face serious 
health risks that are associated with 
exposure to nicotine and pesticides. 
Despite these dangers, workers are 
not provided with protective gloves 
or adequate washing facilities. 
After years of pressure from 
farmworkers, allies and its largest 
distributor, McLean & Co. Inc., 
Reynolds American has agreed 
to meet with FLOC representa-
tives to discuss the issues at hand. 
Velasquez hopes these talks will 
give North Carolina’s tobacco 
farmworkers the tools to make 
their own changes. “That right is 
one of the basic freedoms that we 
hold dear in our society,” Velasquez 
said. “When we fought the Revo-
lutionary War against the British, 
wasn’t that for the right for self-de-
termination? ... Didn’t we fight for 
civil rights in this country for Afri-
can Americans to have a right to a 
voice? That’s all; it’s the same fight 
over and over again.”  
The Association of Fraternal Leadership and Values recognized Greek Council for its service and management. 
COURTESY OF GREEK COUNCIL
The Chicano/a studies class brought activist Baldemar Velasquez to campus to discuss workers rights. 
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Take two: Kenyon Film Society revived
    TIM KOTOWSKI
STAFF WRITER
K
When Isabelle Wheeler ’16 
decided to resurrect the defunct 
Kenyon Film Society, the initial 
response was disheartening.
“I just got a lot of grief when 
we were starting,” Wheeler, the 
club’s president, said. “People 
kept saying, … ‘We’ve already 
tried showing movies on cam-
pus and no one shows up.’” The 
Kenyon Film Society disbanded 
last year after average attendance 
at its screenings fell to the single 
digits.
Determined to revive the club, 
Wheeler recruited friends Laura 
Marques-Jackson ’16 and Maria 
Sorkin ’16, vice president and sec-
retary, respectively.
“[Wheeler’s] funding, she’s the 
face of the club, she started the 
whole thing, she’s the reason we’re 
here,” Marqués-Jackson said. 
But it was faculty advisor and 
Assistant Professor of French 
Pierre Dairon who Wheeler 
credited with the idea to make a 
French Film Festival the debut 
of the new Kenyon Film Society. 
Dairon also secured the grant 
that paid for the rights to the fes-
tival’s five movies and the catered 
food.
Keenly aware of the Kenyon 
Film Society’s past attendance is-
sues, the club waged a vigorous 
publicity campaign. In addition 
to Marques-Jackson and Sorkin, 
Wheeler recruited fellow hall-
mates Linnea Bergman ’16 and 
Hannah Sullivan ’16 to design 
posters and leaflets. Rather than 
sit passively near the entrance of 
Peirce, the five fanned out across 
the dining hall and peddled leaf-
lets from table to table. Along 
with their faculty advisor, they 
sent out emails and contacted the 
local media. Marques-Jackson 
even placed an ad in the Mount 
Vernon News. Finally, the club 
used word of mouth to spread 
news of the festival via friends, 
acquaintances and professors.
The club’s efforts culminat-
ed in the French Film Festival, 
which ran from Feb. 7-9 in the 
Kenyon Athletic Center and the 
Gund Gallery. It attracted over 
120 people on Friday alone. In 
all, over 250 people attended the 
festival, which featured modern 
French films like the critically ac-
claimed Coco Before Chanel and Of 
Gods and Men. 
But even with its recent suc-
cess, the club is struggling to win 
approval from the Student Activ-
ities Office and the Student Life 
Committee, a step that would 
make it easier for the club to apply 
for funds. With each of its show-
ings costing anywhere from $200 
to $600, the club is more depen-
dent than most on its ability to 
raise money.
“It’s hard to get [recognized] 
if you aren’t established,” Sorkin 
said. Marques-Jackson added, 
“We’re not the only ones that feel 
that way.” The process to gain of-
ficial recognition is bureaucratic, 
according to Wheeler. “[We’ve] 
talked to a lot of people, and 
we’ve heard a lot of complaints,” 
she said.
Regardless of the approval 
process’s outcome, the club prom-
ised it will continue to screen 
films. Marqués-Jackson said the 
Kenyon Film Society would fo-
cus particularly on collaborating 
“with other clubs and then show 
movies related to what their club 
is trying to promote.” The club has 
a number of projects in this vein. 
One of these will be the screen-
ing of Girl Rising, an exploration 
of education’s ability to empower 
women in developing countries. 
Working with Crozier and Greek 
Life, the Kenyon Film Society 
will present the documentary af-
ter spring break. Additionally, 
the Society will be one of many 
campus organizations hosting the 
Human Rights Watch Film Fes-
tival in April. 
In addition to collaborating 
with other organizations, Wheel-
er said the club plans to inde-
pendently screen “fun movies for 
spring and summer,” including an 
outdoor Summer Sendoff movie 
at the end of the semester.
Finally, the Kenyon Film So-
ciety made a promise. “For the 
record,” Marques-Jackson said, 
“our movies will always be free.”
Gambier Historical Society established
    HENRI GENDREAU 
NEWS ASSISTANT
K
On Monday, Jan. 28, five peo-
ple gathered in Tom Stamp’s living 
room for the first official meeting 
of the Gambier Historical Society.
Professor of Philosophy Juan 
De Pascuale had originally con-
ceived the idea for a society in the 
hopes of keeping Gambier’s past 
alive. The road to this first meet-
ing began last December when 
De Pascuale contacted Stamp, 
College historian and keeper of 
Kenyonia and Mayor Kirk Em-
mert to see if such a body could be 
formed. 
“I thought maybe we need to 
intercede, or somebody needs to 
intercede, into the communal life 
of Gambier in order to try to cre-
ate a sense of history and remem-
ber the past and keep it alive, so to 
speak,” De Pascuale said. 
Made up of Stamp, Emmert, 
De Pascuale, retired Professor of 
Psychology Chuck Rice and Fac-
ulty Grants and Fellowships Co-
ordinator Jami Peelle, the Society 
hopes to kick off its first major 
project by the summer: to conduct 
oral histories of some of Gambier’s 
elderly residents.
“We’ve had a number of deaths 
recently of older members of the 
community that we know had 
great storehouses of information 
about the Village in their heads,” 
Stamp said. “It would be nice to 
download as much of that as we 
can from anyone who is interested 
in telling us about life in Gambier 
in the past.”
The group also discussed the 
College’s proposal to demolish the 
Craft Center, the former home of 
John Crowe Ransom.
The importance of preserv-
ing history is nothing new to De 
Pascuale. As chair of the depart-
ment of philosophy, he realized 
that few people knew its history, 
even though the department has 
produced and fostered famed 
professors and alumni including 
William Gass ’47 and E.L. Doc-
torow ’52. He decided to collect 
materials to highlight some of the 
department’s notable figures and 
display the materials in Ascension 
Hall.
“Ironically, it took a Hispan-
ic from New York City to pre-
serve the history of the Episcopal 
school,” said De Pascuale, who 
was born in Argentina and raised 
in Brooklyn.
The idea of extending this 
project to the Village of Gambier 
came to De Pascuale in the midst 
of some winter blues. “In particu-
lar during Christmas time is when 
I think about life and death and 
passage of time and all that kind 
of stuff,” De Pascuale said. “I was 
sitting at my desk … and I started 
thinking that the history of Gam-
bier and Kenyon is sort of disap-
pearing.” 
De Pascuale hopes the Gam-
bier Historical Society can not 
only revive that history, but keep 
alive the sense of community 
too. “The idea is to try and sort of 
evoke the spirit of Gambier and 
make it alive and present and that 
this would have value in creating 
a deeper sense of community,” 
he said. “The oral history would 
function like a thread, connecting 
people, and places and things to 
each other.”
Because Gambier has had ac-
tive historical societies in the past, 
according to Stamp, members 
hope this one will have a lasting 
presence. 
“It’s going to require interest on 
the part of people who might see 
the value of it,” De Pascuale said. 
“By being connected to some de-
gree to the College there would 
be a greater chance of its longev-
ity. And the College, I think, can 
only benefit from Gambier as a 
place taking on more prominence 
and greater visibility and greater 
depth in its appearance to people. 
So there is a mutual benefit here, 
obviously.”
The Society’s next meeting is 
planned for late this month, and 
while the date has not yet been 
set, the group plans on advertis-
ing the event on posters put up 
in the Post Office and the Village 
Market, as well as through an all-
employee email. When asked if 
the Society was looking for stu-
dent involvement, De Pascuale 
said, “That would be fantastic. But 
I mean, getting students together 
is like, as they say, herding cats.” 
He added, “It would be invaluable 
to have student input. … You’re 
deepening the meaning of your 
place. You’re contributing to the 
longevity and the development 
of the character of the place you 
called home for four years while 
you were here. I think that would 
interest students.”
Bailey 
House in 
limbo
    PHOEBE ROE 
STAFF WRITER
K
Months of debate over the fate of 
Bailey House have thus far yielded 
no answers as to who will move in. 
Since November, the College has set 
several deadlines for a decision, but 
the unwillingness of administrators 
to relocate has lengthened the pro-
cess.
A proposal last October sug-
gested that the Office of the Presi-
dent move to Bailey House from the 
Eaton Center and that Bailey House 
be renovated to accommodate the 
new occupants. Plans changed in 
November when someone proposed 
that the President live in Bailey 
House, and the current presiden-
tial residence, Cromwell Cottage, 
be turned into office space for the 
Provost and the President. Accord-
ing to Chief Business Officer Mark 
Kohlman, the plan has changed 
again. “[Bailey is] not going to be a 
house,” Kohlman said. “It’s going to 
be an administrative building, prob-
ably with the provost. The question 
is where the president is going to go.” 
The next president may return to 
Ransom Hall, the admissions build-
ing, President S. Georgia Nugent 
said. But that will take coordinating 
with admissions, which currently 
shares the building with the Provost. 
Dissent from those who would be 
uprooted is partly to blame for the 
delay. The board of trustees, which 
is responsible for approving plans for 
new buildings and giving feedback 
on various projects, will ultimately 
approve the final decision. Kohlman 
expected a decision to be made at 
the board’s most recent retreat, from 
Feb. 7-9, but it ended without a reso-
lution.
With the search for the new 
president in progress, making a de-
cision is more important now than 
ever. “We need to make a decision 
because we want the [Presidential] 
Search Committee to say what’s go-
ing on in terms of what [Bailey] is 
going to be,” Kohlman said. Addi-
tionally, presidents have in the past 
had the opportunity to personalize 
their offices, which is why a designer 
was hired in October to reconfig-
ure its interior. “Every president has 
some flexibility to evaluate what they 
want,” Kohlman said. 
The board will be meeting in 
February in hopes of finalizing plans 
for Bailey.  Kohlman is hopeful that 
this meeting will be successful, say-
ing “it’s just the process of evaluating 
the spaces and determining where 
[everything] should be.”  
However, Kenyon is under a time 
crunch; the new president moves in 
in July, so the renovation will have to 
be completed by then. “Better to do 
it right the first time,” Kohlman said. 
“There’s just some moving parts with 
where the president will be. We’re 
close; we’re just not finalized yet.”
Whatever happens, the costs will 
be covered by a discretionary fund. 
The new society aims to preserve Gambier’s 
rich and vivid history.
The French Film Festival held Feb. 7-9 marked the resurrection of the Kenyon Film Society, which flamed out last 
year due to lack of interest and paltry student attendance. 
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CAs overworked 
and underpaid
Has the job of community advisor “grown too big for stu-
dents?” The Chronicle of Higher Education posed that question in 
1990, before most of Kenyon’s current Community Advisors 
(CAs) were even born. Community advisors, the article said, 
“are dealing with such difficult problems as alcoholism, suicide, 
homophobia, racism, date rape, eating disorders, and stress. … 
[E]ven intensive training can’t prepare [them] for every situation 
they might confront.” Two decades later, the Chronicle’s question 
is still alarming. Does the Office of Housing and Residential Life 
have sensible expectations for its CAs, and are they compensating 
them accordingly?
Kenny Fedorko ’13, who’s been a CA for three years, admits 
that he cannot meet all of ResLife’s expectations. CAs are good at 
helping first years manage the transition from home to dorm, but 
it is unreasonable to ask that their 20 hours a week include crisis 
management and policy enforcement. That should be the domain 
of the four full-time assistant directors, not underpaid CAs who 
moonlight as full-time students.
Of course being a CA has its perks — a single and a $1,400 
stipend — appealing enough to trigger a record-setting number 
of applications from new and returning CA. But the pay scheme 
is flawed, and Housing and Residential Life knows it. CAs on fi-
nancial aid receive free room and board as well as the stipend, but 
it comes out of their financial aid package. 
If Assistant Dean of Students for Housing and Residential 
Life Alicia Dugas and her colleagues are really bothered by “the 
salary issue,” it’s time the administration takes note and reforms 
the Community Advisors’ compensation package. If the College 
can come up with $200,000 for a new website, it ought to find the 
funds to end a system that deters students on financial aid and un-
derpays CAs tasked with the critical job of making this College’s 
living spaces welcoming and safe.
— Caleb Bissinger and Lili Martinez, Editors-in-Chief
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Lady: What does 
“washing my mouth out 
thoroughly” even mean? 
Did you use soap and wa-
ter because you were in 
Old Kenyon and felt awk-
ward about using someone 
else’s toothbrush (which 
you should’ve felt awk-
ward about; toothbrushes 
are sacred; you do not mess 
around with them without 
permission)? Or was it some 
ridiculous camping sce-
nario where you just fran-
tically squirted toothpaste 
on your finger and rubbed 
it all over your teeth? Was 
there mouthwash involved? 
These are serious questions. 
 
Lord: Gross, but ku-
dos on pulling off a clas-
sic boot-and-rally without 
your hook-up knowing, 
I guess? (But, of course, 
she probably knew). 
 
Lady: Of course she knew! 
You went away and returned 
with minty-fresh breath. 
How dumb (or drunk) 
do you think she was? 
 
Lord: Which brings me 
to the second point: if she 
knew — and she did — 
then you must’ve done 
a bang-up clean-up job. 
Look, there’s no shame in 
the boot-and-rally; we’ve 
all done it at some point. 
And there’s no straight-
forward way to tell a lady-
friend that you just vom-
ited: in very few social 
contexts is that not a seri-
ous mood-killer. Perhaps 
in a perfect world, you 
would soberly explain to 
your lady-friend why your 
mouth is suddenly wor-
thy of starring in an Orbit 
commercial, but who does 
that? What matters is that 
you handled the situation 
with tact, as a Lord should. 
 
Lady: Yeah, but the thing 
is that it’s still super gross. 
There’s a certain limit to 
how much we can trust 
toothpaste, and vomit-
mouth seriously crosses that 
line. I mean, if she was still 
into it after your glorious 
return, I guess it’s okay — 
maybe she’s into the lin-
gering taste of vomit; who 
knows, we don’t judge — 
but man, this question still 
gives me the shivers. Long 
story short: feel a little aw-
ful, but not fully awful. 
Maybe like 60% awful, 
40% proud of yourself.
“        There’s no straightforward way to tell lady-friend that you just vomited: in very 
few social contexts is that not a serious 
mood-killer.
The Kenyon Collegian welcomes your opinions 
@Kenyon_Opinions. Share your thoughts:  
#QuickComplaints. Need advice? Submit your 
questions for A Lord or A Lady with #AskALord 
and #AskALady.FOLLOW US
 C old  C ere a l                                                                                                                   By HOLLY ANDERSON
{                             }Last weekend, while drunkenly macking on a lady-friend, I tactfully excused myself to “use the facilities.” After washing my mouth out thoroughly, I returned to said hook-up and got right back to it. If she noticed or cared, she didn’t say so, but I can’t help but feel awful about it. Should I?
ask A LORD
ask
 A LADY
Ask a Lord/Lady is written by two anonymous members of the Kenyon community. The authors are different each week.
THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, FEB. 21 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM7
Taking care of campus critters
Here at Kenyon, it is 
easy to feel like a character 
straight out of a J.D. Salin-
ger novel. Gambier may be 
the opposite of the lovingly 
neurotic and fast-paced 
Manhattan that serves 
as the setting for much 
of Salinger’s work, but if 
I squint, I think I could 
make the New Apts resem-
ble a cramped but charm-
ing Riverside Park walk-
up (at least both styles of 
apartments share a similar 
bug problem), and the VI 
could be Ernie’s jazz club, 
where Holden Caulfield 
goes to hear some phony 
tickle the ivories. Like ev-
ery other Salinger fan, I 
alternate between feeling 
like a pretentious hipster 
with an excessive fondness 
for Wes Anderson movies, 
pushing my large glasses 
up the bridge of my nose 
and saying quirky, symbol-
laden things like  “it’s fun-
ny, it doesn’t look like rain 
today” in a quiet mono-
tone, and feeling like I am 
Holden, and I have found 
some redeeming, pure, in-
nocent quality of society 
that needs protection. 
Recently, my “Salinger 
Moment” has been think-
ing a lot about Holden’s 
ducks. You know, the ones 
that swim in the Central 
Park lake, and his worry 
about where they go in the 
winter. However, because 
my brain is like a Lazy Su-
san that spins, delivering 
and accepting information 
only on cats, food, sleep, 
Paul Newman and Jenni-
fer Lawrence, I could not 
give a Sam-the-Puppy’s-
ass about ducks. I am, in 
fact, more worried about 
our feline friends. Ever 
since I realized that I was 
not hallucinating, and that 
the campus actually hosts 
more stray cats than it does 
people who voted Romney, 
I have become increasing-
ly worried about the kit-
ty cats come these brutal 
winter months. In a totally 
non-psychopathic way, I 
see some of myself in cats. 
I understand their lazi-
ness, their occasional ha-
tred of everything around 
them, and their insistence 
that a good time is play-
ing with a piece of string 
while watching TV shows 
aimed at mothers in their 
forties, like anything on 
the Food Network. If I can 
barely motivate myself to 
put on my silver, puffy Da-
vid Bowie/Elton John-in-
spired space coat each time 
I open the door, how are 
the cats even putting one 
perfect white paw in front 
of the other? Besides Bam 
Bam, who finds solace in 
the creaky wicker furni-
ture of the Crozier porch, 
where do these cats go for 
a snuggle, a warm lap, or 
the last episode of Down-
ton Abbey? 
They most certainly do 
not come to me. When I 
catch sight of one of my 
(for argument’s sake what 
I will call) “brethren,” I 
scan my periphery to see 
if there are any (judgmen-
tal) people around, and 
then, slowly, and without 
making sudden move-
ments, edge my way to-
ward said kitty. Keeping 
my weight low, I approach 
the target — my arms ex-
tended, hoping to reach a 
pink nose. But alas, the cat 
makes a run for it and I am 
left jilted on Middle Path, 
my hands mimicking the 
scratch-behind-the-ears 
gesture in denial. 
We must protect the 
campus cats. This should 
not be hard to do — cats 
are all the rage now.  There 
is a community both in the 
school and the world that 
won’t judge me for watch-
ing Cats 101, for having a 
beaded cat change purse, 
or, in my younger days, be-
ing a subscriber to Cats and 
Kittens magazine. Charles 
Dickens once said, “What 
greater gift than the love 
of a cat?” The only thing 
that comes to mind is be-
ing able to proclaim a 
shame-free feline appre-
ciation. After all, the first 
step is admitting there is a 
problem. The second step 
is filling an NCA with cat 
residents, and forcing them 
to attend weekly readings 
of Salinger’s Nine Stories. 
Snuggling is required.
Annie Sheslow ’15 is an 
experienced cat owner, with 
a 17-year-old half-Siamese. 
Her favorite cats include 
Stevens, Zeta Jones, and 
Bloomberg, the kitty featured 
in Salinger’s Franny & Zoo-
ey. Her email is sheslowa@
kenyon.edu
“Sun, there is none.”
— Sara Carminati ’13
“I love everyone, and it’s tearing me apart.”
— Rebecca Ogus ’14
“That one loud table in Peirce.”
—  Milica Petrovic ’13 and Tina Taliercio ’13
“Stop stealing my toast.”
— Raquel Zanoni ’14
“Middle Path ice.”
— Chelsea Delaney ’15
“I’m being drafted into the French army.”
— Charlotte Horsey ’15
“Why do the worst jobs always 
pay the most money?”
— Andrew Gipson ’13
“The Health Center didn’t give me any drugs.”
— Busola Olukoya ’15
“North construction is killing my parking.”
— Oren Weingrod ’14
“People’s phones are too loud.”
— Wyn Evans ’13
“There aren’t enough goths on campus.”
— Edith Willey ’13
“South Lot #2 is too far away.”
— Elizabeth Trout ’15
Quick
  Complaints
Fighting the Kenyon blues: best years of our lives? 
Your time at college is going to be the 
best years of your life. It doesn’t get bet-
ter than this. Enjoy it while it lasts, be-
cause the next step is going to be the “real 
world.” 
I don’t know when I first heard 
this; it feels like something that I’ve 
always known without thought or 
question, some bit of knowledge that 
was passed down generationally — 
a tacit acknowledgement that when 
and if you made it here, you “made 
it.” As I see it, primary and middle 
school are there to shape you into a 
semi-functioning human being who’s 
not going to fling his feces at the wall 
and gnaw the erasers off the back 
of his pencils (I was sick when they 
taught that second bit). Those years 
never felt goal-oriented to me. They 
were what they were. I went to class 
because you go to class; I did my home-
work because you do your homework. 
If there were any goals that drove 
those formative years, they were im-
mediately attainable in the form of 
parental bribes such as being let out 
to play with my friends Cameron 
and Yotum or getting a new pack 
of Pokemon cards. But it must have 
been sometime in that foggy part of 
my past when I learned that unques-
tionable axiom that it doesn’t get better 
than college, and by the time I gradu-
ated middle school, the landscape of 
my future started to fill in beyond the 
borders of independent weekends or 
birthdays, and the ideal of “college” 
began dominating whatever internal 
dialogues ran my young life. 
It was then that I not-so-much 
decided that high school was only 
a crude means to a perfect end, but 
that it was made apparent to me by the 
way my peers, parents and teachers 
treated our time there. Simply put, 
I wasn’t there to learn. I did learn, 
somehow (through osmosis?), but 
that’s not why I was there. The best 
way I can describe it is through some-
thing of a parallel. 
In the Jewish tradition, before 
a kohen (a member of the priestly 
class known as the kohanim) recites 
the words of the Nesiat Kapayim, or 
a groom can break a glass to remind 
himself and his new partner that 
all joy is coupled with pain, or a de-
vout follower enters on Yom Kippur 
to ask God’s forgiveness for his sins 
and transgressions, it is the estab-
lished custom that one takes a ritual 
bath known as a mikveh to purify the 
body before entering sacred ground. 
College was sacred ground for me, 
ordained and holy in a very hon-
est way, spoken of with longing and 
hope like I’ve heard many Christians 
speak of salvation. I saw high school 
as my mikveh. It was long and ardu-
ous, painfully boring, and — at many 
points — almost unbearable, but 
I bore it and I kept going because I 
saw those alabaster gates before me 
shining with God’s own light and I 
knew (good theist that I am) that all 
my trials and tribulations were but a 
test of mettle to prove me worthy of 
the prize. 
And then it happened. I gave the 
blessing, broke the glass, confessed 
my sins and here I am. I turned 21 
last weekend, a joyous occasion if 
ever there was one, full of good food, 
good friends, good drinks and laugh-
ter enough to fill a night to the brim. I 
finished the first 50 pages of my novel 
a few days back, signed, sealed and 
delivered to be edited and fixed up by 
a quill more dexterous and agile than 
my own. I’m not doing too poorly in 
my classes — though, truth be told, I 
could be doing better. All in all I am 
the very model of a modern Kenyon ju-
nior. But, no matter how hard I try, I 
can’t stop being depressed. 
It’s not something I like discuss-
ing, but I’m not writing this for my-
self. I’m writing this because I wish I 
had read it when I was a first year. I 
wish someone had told me it’s okay 
not to be happy. I’m too proud to 
ask for help, always have been, al-
ways will be. It’s just who I am, but 
if there’s even one person out there 
like me, thinking the same things 
I’ve thought, feeling things similar 
to what I felt, this is for you. No-
body tells you that college is real life. 
After you graduate, nothing is easi-
er than slathering your memories of 
this place with shades of pink and 
imbibing them straight, no chaser. 
Life might get harder once you leave 
the safety of Gambier, but it doesn’t 
start. It’s been going, and going, and 
going and sometimes it’s hard to re-
member that you deserve to not feel 
great about it. I get waves of guilt and 
shame about feeling bad because I 
feel as though I’m wasting my time 
here. Sometimes I get stuck in bouts 
of existential impotence in which it 
all feels like a grand Sisyphusian op-
era of shit (put to Wagner music just 
to remind me how very Jewish I am). 
I don’t want to ask for help because 
I don’t want to admit I have a prob-
lem. I don’t want to talk about it be-
cause then it becomes real. If you’re 
anything like me, it’s not all the time 
that you feel bad, it’s not even every 
week or month, but when it comes, 
it comes hard and it lays you down 
faster than you can think of reasons 
not to go out on a Friday night.
I seem to have the tendency to 
make fresh enemies every time I 
string together a sentence, so why 
don’t I make some things abun-
dantly clear before I finish up? I’m 
not blaming Kenyon, I’m not blam-
ing college, I’m not blaming anyone 
at all. I’m also not trying to get any-
one to go to see a psychiatrist. There 
are many great resources available on 
our campus to help get you through 
those tough patches, but it would be 
immensely hypocritical for me to tell 
people to seek help when I don’t. If 
I were to say anything, I would say, 
confide in your friends; confide in 
those you trust without the slightest 
hesitation. I know in my heart that 
I would have never made it this far 
without the support system of close 
friends who for some reason seem to 
stick with me no matter how much 
of an ass I can be. Also, if you want 
to talk to someone who understands 
your shit, you can always shoot me 
an email. I won’t give you advice, 
for I am not and never hope to be a 
qualified medical professional, but I’ll 
share my stories if you share yours. 
The last thing I wanted to say, on 
a slightly different note, is that I take 
offense at the very idea that college is 
going to be the best years of my life. 
If I peak at 22, I’m going to be pret-
ty pissed off. We’re all still trying to 
figure things out, trying to find what 
we believe. Another ancient Jewish 
tradition comes to mind, one that 
I’ve never really thought about until 
now. At certain points throughout 
the year, we raise a glass and say as 
one: next year in Jerusalem. These are 
uniformly joyous occasions, but that 
statement holds a lot of weight. We 
may be happy now, or sad, or lonely, 
or whatever, but next year we’ll be 
better. No matter what, next year will 
be better. These are not the best years 
of your life, and even if they are, that’s 
no way to go about living. Next year 
will be. 
Michael Burten ’14 is a philoso-
phy major. His email is burtenm@
kenyon.edu.
“  In a totally non-psychopathic way, I see some of myself in cats. 
ANNIE SHESLOW 
COLUMNIST
MICHAEL BURTEN
CONTRIBUTOR
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ness of minority issues.” They 
expressed goals such as having 
“minority faculty hired into 
positions that are specifically 
related to Afro-American 
curricular areas” and attracting 
“minority candidates for any 
new tenure-track position.” 
Since then, Snowden Multi-
cultural Center was created, 
a partnership with the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) was established 
and the Yarbrough Disser-
tation Fellowships became 
available, among many other 
opportunities.  
Programs like the United 
World Colleges connect U.S. 
schools with international 
baccalaureate schools, send-
ing representatives to confer-
ences to meet international 
students, who are sought by 
admissions offices across the 
country. Challenges present in 
recruiting international stu-
dents include socio-economic 
factors as well. 
“Most of these students 
often come from countries 
where there is no private edu-
cation,” Professor of Biology 
Haruhiko Itagaki said. “No-
body has ever saved money 
to pay $60,000 a year.” This 
year, Kenyon is sending its 
first representative to China, 
Africa and Brazil in order to 
do more dedicated recruiting.
The arrival of President S. 
Georgia Nugent and Dean 
of Admissions and Finan-
cial Aid Jennifer Delahunty 
brought more focus to in-
creasing campus diversity. 
Not just black and white: a 
history of diversity at Kenyon
Outreach attracts 
more Chinese students
When Professor of Soci-
ology and Legal Studies Ric 
Sheffield tells people he was 
born and raised in Mount 
Vernon, they are shocked. 
“They’ll go, ‘No way. There 
are no black people in Mount 
Vernon,’” Sheffield said, re-
calling numerous conversa-
tions with students over the 
years. Sheffield and Professor 
of English Ted Mason were 
two of Kenyon’s first African-
American faculty members. 
Since arriving in 1989, they 
have seen Kenyon grow in 
both size and diversity. 
In the College’s Bex-
ley Hall Seminary days, the 
school’s Episcopal affiliations 
provided means for students 
from missionary schools in 
Asia and Africa to attend the 
seminary and accompanying 
grammar school. 
But Kenyon’s 16th presi-
dent, Gordon Chalmers, was 
the first to begin actively re-
cruiting African-American 
students. “Chalmers, I think, 
had a personal belief in the 
College being open to every-
one and making an effort to 
establish an African-Amer-
ican presence in the student 
body,” said Tom Stamp, Col-
lege historian and keeper of 
Kenyoniana. Chalmers vis-
ited schools along the east 
coast, including Central High 
School in Philadelphia, Pa., 
where he met Allen Ballard 
and Stanley Jackson; in 1952 
they became Kenyon’s first 
black graduates. At the time, 
roughly 500 students attend-
ed Kenyon at a cost of $300 
per year. 
Ballard’s book The Educa-
tion of Black Folk chronicles 
the difficulty he experienced 
as one of two black students. 
“[ Jackson and I] had the mis-
fortune to become the first 
of our race to enter Kenyon 
College,” Ballard writes. “We 
were, in fact, forced to sup-
press our natural inner selves 
so as to conform to the mo-
res of a campus dominated by 
upper-middle-class Ameri-
cans.” 
The Class of 1973, the 
first co-ed graduating class, 
was the most racially diverse 
to graduate from Kenyon 
since the efforts of Chalm-
ers, with six black students. 
The Black Student Union was 
established in 1970 by several 
members of that class. Their 
“Statement of Policy by the 
Black Students of Kenyon 
College” outlined their desire 
for a program that would “ac-
tively seek out qualified Black 
professors,” “provide room in 
the present curriculum for 
studies in Black culture” and 
“rearrange the priorities of 
scholarship money” so that 
more black students could at-
tend. 
The first black professor 
would not arrive until 1975, 
when Kenneth Bluford joined 
the English department. Blu-
ford remained Kenyon’s only 
black faculty member until 
1989, when Sheffield and 
Mason arrived. After Blu-
ford’s departure, the number 
of African-American profes-
sors on campus grew to four 
with the additions of Profes-
sor of History Robert Hinton 
and Professor of Psychol-
ogy G. Renoir McDonaugh. 
But 1996 was a difficult year 
for the small group. Hinton 
was denied tenure and Mc-
Donaugh was turned down 
for a second reappointment, 
sparking a series of heated all-
student emails and protests 
in front of Rosse Hall. In a 
speech given at the 30th-an-
niversary celebration of hav-
ing African-Americans on 
faculty, Sheffield said he and 
Mason “made a pact.” 
“We told each other: if 
you go, I go,” he said. It wasn’t 
until 2005 that an African-
American faculty member — 
Professor of Sociology Marla 
Kohlman — was given tenure.
During his time here, 
Mason has served on diver-
sity task forces and written for 
Xenophilia, a literary journal of 
social issues published briefly 
in the early 1990s. “I was 
quoted on a poster as saying 
that one of our problems here 
at Kenyon was a conspicu-
ous level of comfort,” Mason 
wrote. “I meant it when I first 
said it and still do, because 
that comfort has a price, as all 
forms of blindness do.”
Mason summarized Ke-
nyon’s present-day challenges 
in three parts: “How do we 
diversify the pool, how do 
we increase the likelihood of 
getting a more diverse faculty 
through the hiring of differ-
ent folks and … how do we 
keep them here?”
Several groups have been 
organized over the years to 
address these very issues, in-
cluding the 1991 Commit-
tee on the Disadvantaged 
and two diversity task forces, 
in 1987 and 2006. The rec-
ommendations of the task 
forces addressed weaknesses 
in the College’s approach to 
recruiting. They suggested a 
multi-cultural center and rec-
ommended “the sponsorship 
of events to heighten aware-
    MADELEINE THOMPSON 
NEWS EDITOR
K
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A first-generation college 
student herself, Nugent was 
a major contributor to the 
large steps made toward di-
versifying the student body. 
“The American population is 
becoming more and more di-
verse,” Nugent said. “It makes 
sense that a campus should 
also at least to some extent 
reflect the diversity of the 
country.”
Nugent and Delahunty’s 
combined efforts proved 
successful in attracting stu-
dents with more varied back-
grounds, despite the fact that 
Kenyon’s faculty is currently 
more diverse than its student 
body. 
“In 2003, [Kenyon was] 
between eight and nine per-
cent domestic students of 
color, and this last year was 
over 18 percent,” Delahunty 
said, referring to the Class of 
2016’s status as the most di-
verse to enter Kenyon. 
“We’re hoping that this 
year will be even more suc-
cessful.” 
Admissions is making ef-
forts to foster socio-economic 
diversity, despite the College’s 
limited financial aid resources. 
“Ethnicity is one thing, but 
socio-economics is another 
one.” At its retreat two weeks 
ago, the Board of Trustees 
voted to add $2,092,000 to 
the financial aid budget for 
next year, so that Kenyon can 
continue to meet 100 percent 
of need — something Dela-
hunty called a “deeply-held 
value.” Delahunty added that 
gender and first-generation 
status are included under the 
broad umbrella of diversity.
Because Kenyon prom-
ises to meet 100 percent of 
need, it must also be “need-
aware” and take prospective 
students’ need for aid into ac-
count when deciding whether 
or not to accept them. Few 
schools are able to make such 
a promise, but it would take 
a “herculean” effort to make 
Kenyon need-blind, accord-
ing to Delahunty. 
Compared to similar lib-
eral arts schools, Kenyon’s 
relatively small endowment 
provides a roadblock. “[So-
cioeconomic diversity] is huge 
challenge for us,” Nugent said. 
“You just try and do what you 
can within the constraints 
that are immoveable objects.”
Today, Kenyon continues 
to face considerable challeng-
es in trying to attract students 
of varying backgrounds to a 
remote hill in the middle of 
the second-whitest congres-
sional district in the country. 
“It takes a special kind of per-
son to come out in the middle 
of a cornfield,” Itagaki said. 
“But ... there’s a limit to the 
amount of time, effort and 
money that the College can 
put into getting a diverse ap-
plicant pool.”
Competition to recruit 
domestic and international 
students of color is fierce, and 
amassing a well-balanced 
class of first years is a strenu-
ous task. “I oftentimes have 
referred to it as like you’re 
trying to hit a hot tub from 
30,000 feet,” Delahunty said. 
“You know you’re trying to 
get the right number of stu-
dents with the right academic 
credentials from a diversity of 
backgrounds and a diversity 
of geography and you want 
to be able to balance your aid 
budget.” Since Kenyon’s of-
ficial vote to accept African-
American students in 1949, 
the College has become sig-
nificantly more dedicated to 
making Kenyon look like the 
rest of the world in all catego-
ries. Sheffield’s one piece of 
advice? “Stay the course.”
“       It takes a special kind of person to come out in the middle a cornfield. But ... there’s a limit to the amount of time, effort and money that the Col-
lege can put into getting a diverse applicant pool.
Haruhiko Itagaki, Professor of Biology
The bright lights of Beijing and 
Shanghai are a far cry from the rolling 
hills of rural Ohio. And, as several Ke-
nyon students could tell you, the move 
from China to Knox County is not an 
easy one. Since 2006, Kenyon has con-
sistently enrolled three to five students 
from China in each class, but that 
number is growing: the Class of 2016 
has six Chinese students. This trend is 
even more pronounced on a national 
level: of the nearly 765,000 interna-
tional students enrolled in universities 
throughout the country, roughly 20 
percent are from China.
“It’s a massive trend in higher edu-
cation,” President S. Georgia Nugent 
said. “Because of the economic situa-
tion, colleges are more and more look-
ing for talented, full-pay students, and 
that is a population where there just 
may be mutual benefit there.”
Associate Director of Admissions 
and International Recruitment Sonya 
Broeren has been an instrumental part 
of the recruiting process at Kenyon. 
In each of the past four years she has 
traveled to China with the China Lib-
eral Arts College Tour to meet with 
prospective students and talk to them 
about Kenyon.
“There’s both a greater interest in 
American-style education and not 
much supply over there,” Nugent said. 
“Although one of the things I find 
ironic at the moment is that at the time 
when Americans are kind of losing 
their understanding of and apprecia-
tion for liberal arts, liberal arts colleges 
are springing up all around the world 
in places that never had them before.”
Broeren has found that many stu-
dents she meets in China who con-
sider themselves “not typical” Chinese 
students — those who want to study 
humanities or social sciences rather 
than mathematics or engineering — 
are interested in what Kenyon has to 
offer. Jinwen Chen ’16 is one of those 
students. She chose to come here in 
part because of the reputation of Ke-
nyon’s drama department. She quickly 
realized that the close-knit community, 
though vastly different from anything 
she’d experienced in Nanjing, was a 
definite plus to coming to Kenyon.
“At first it feels a little bit weird 
that everybody knows everybody, that 
you actually greet people when you 
see them,” Chen said. “In a big city, I 
don’t even talk to my neighbors. It’s a 
big change, but I kind of like it. I get to 
know people and get close to people.”
Amelia Li ’15 feels similarly. After 
attending the China Liberal Arts Col-
lege Tour in Beijing, she decided that 
she wanted a school with a small set-
ting, so she set up interviews with rep-
resentatives from Grinnell College and 
Kenyon.  
“I met with Bev Morse, who was 
the director of international admis-
sions at Kenyon, and she’s now my 
host mom,” Li said, referring to the 
host family program in which all in-
ternational students participate, where 
they are matched with a local family to 
provide support. 
“I really clicked with [Bev] and she 
told me she [thought] I was a perfect 
candidate for Early Decision and I was 
a really good match and that’s when I 
decided to apply to Kenyon,” Li said. 
It wasn’t until actually coming to 
Kenyon, though, that Li realized how 
suited she was, to the small community, 
but also to the rural setting.  
“I’ve been in Beijing all my life and 
I’ve never really been to a rural area, 
so coming to Gambier was such a big 
change for me. I really hate Beijing’s 
pollution and the population and the 
crowds everywhere. I feel like coming 
here was a very good change for me 
because … I can [see] stars in the sky 
for the first time,” Li said. “I feel like I 
can live 10 years longer by staying here 
for four years.”
Many of the Chinese students Ke-
nyon admissions officers meet share 
Chen’s and Li’s feelings about the Col-
lege’s setting. “I think what appeals to 
a lot of international students is the 
close-knit community,” Broeren said. 
“They want that small setting, especial-
ly students from Shanghai, where there 
[are] 23 million people. They love the 
fact that there’s no traffic light.”
Kenyon’s small setting doesn’t ap-
peal to all foreign students, though. 
According to Nugent, when Kenyon 
admissions officers traveled to India 
to run a focus group with potential 
students, they made some startling dis-
coveries. “All the things that are sort of 
positive levers for us were completely 
different,” Nugent said. “The over-
whelming sense [for Indian students] 
was that if it’s a small college it must 
be bad, because if it were good you’d 
get big.  And then rural was associated 
with ... no electricity, no running water. 
We’d have to think of a completely dif-
ferent way of familiarizing people with 
this kind of education.”
In part to tackle that challenge, Li is 
now helping the Office of Admissions’ 
efforts to make Kenyon more global-
ized. Last summer, she joined Broeren 
on the China Liberal Arts College 
Tour at the stop in Beijing. “I feel like 
people [in China] connect with me be-
cause I share the same education with 
them, I shared the same background 
with them,” she said. “They really 
want to hear a Chinese perspective on 
things.”
Through the efforts of Admissions 
as well as the curiosity and the willing-
ness of international students to leave 
their comfort zone, Kenyon is becom-
ing more diverse. 
Increased efforts to recruit students from Asian 
countries have brought discoveries and challenges.
Diversity over the years has slowly but consistently 
increased since former president Gordon Chalmers began 
actively reaching out to students of color in the late 
1940s. The graphic below shows how many students of 
color there have been in each class year. 
“       I’ve been in Beijing all my life and I’ve never 
really been to a rural area, 
so coming to Gambier was 
such a big change for me. ... 
I can see stars in the sky for 
the first time.
Amelia Li ’15
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Snowden Multicultural Center (left) was created to increase awareness of campus diversity. At right, Rev. Jesse Jackson receives an honorary degree.
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STAFF WRITER
K
Professors Ted Mason (left) and Ric Sheffield  (right) were two of the first African-American faculty members at Kenyon.
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Student D
Js earn m
o
ney by sp
inning on and of  cam
pus.
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EDITOR: JANE SIMONTON
RETWEETED
KENYON
‘ON THE RUSSIAN METEOR’ 
@SAYS_ELENA
wow that meteor was really RUS-
SIAN to get to earth #amirite?? 
@Kenyon_Features
@CAROLINEDELG
@Kenyon_Features This meteor 
is probably just the 2nd com-
ing (or 3rd or 4th?!) of Rasputin 
#RaRaRasputin
@HBLAUB
@Kenyon_Features THIS FEELS 
FORCED #russianmeteor
@PHILANDUHCHAZE
@Kenyon_Features #russianme-
tor nice ok
@ERICGELLER 
Just now watching videos of 
different places in Russia —  
schools, roads, etc. —  experi-
encing meteorite impact. This is 
crazy.
Turning a 
Profit 
If you regularly end up dancing 
at the Cove, the VI or even an all-
campus party on a weekend night, 
you’ve probably experienced the tal-
ent of DJs Zach Arlia ’14, Brandon 
January ’15 or Luke Frisher ’13. All 
three are part of an exclusive group 
of Kenyon students whose jobs start 
when the rest of us finally take a 
break, providing the carefully curat-
ed soundtrack to a great night out. 
Arlia, an economics major from 
Plymouth, Mass., got his start 
DJing at high school dances, but 
the pastime became more serious 
his sophomore year at Kenyon when 
he got a turntable. 
Arlia began by performing at 
various Greek parties, and just re-
cently he has been paid to perform 
at the Village Inn (VI). After per-
forming at Phi Kappa Sigma’s VI 
benefit, he talked to Jerry Kelly, 
one of the VI’s owners, who wanted 
him to perform again. Arlia DJed 
this past Saturday for a VI-hosted 
dance party called “VIbe.”
“The posters just say DJ Zach 
on them, which kind of makes me 
sound like a middle-aged DJ, like 
someone you would hire to play a 
bar mitzvah,” Arlia joked. His pre-
ferred DJ name is  “Z-axis.” While 
Arlia’s start-up costs were some-
what high — a turntable plus soft-
ware and headphones totals around 
$600 — he makes $25 an hour per-
forming at the VI.
Arlia picks songs from a master 
playlist of around 20 hours worth of 
music that includes a wide variety 
of performers and genres — he has 
everything from Destiny’s Child to 
Skrillex and Deadmau5, which he 
tries to intersperse. Arlia first per-
formed professionally this past sum-
mer at in Stamford, Conn., where 
he was interning for GE Capital, 
General Electric’s financial services 
unit. While the shows are fun, he 
doesn’t want to work full-time. 
“I enjoy doing it. It’s my creative 
outlet. It’s just fun for me and [I like 
when] people have that reaction 
like, ‘Ohh!’ I’ll drop some middle 
school hip hop and people will be 
laughing on the dance floor.” 
Like Arlia, January, a pre-med 
student and economics major from 
Houston, TX, said DJing started as 
a hobby and creative outlet before it 
grew into a part-time job. 
“I began after winter break my 
freshman year and it was one of 
those things I just picked up,” said 
January. “I had a traumatic experi-
ence [last year] and was looking for 
an outlet, so I just went to Best Buy 
one day and picked up a little mini 
DJ thing, just something to mess 
around with.” 
Upon returning to school, Jan-
uary approached Andy Durbin, 
owner of the Cove, and asked if he 
could DJ for him. The Cove had just 
fired a previous DJ and was looking 
for someone new, and January filled 
the vacancy. He now DJs at the 
Cove two or three times a week and 
his sets last from 10:30 p.m. until 
2:00 a.m.
January noted that there were 
differences in the way he ap-
proached DJing at a frat party and 
DJing at the Cove. 
“[People at the Cove] like main-
stream music,” he said. “You have to 
watch whether people are dancing 
and if they like that song you stick 
to that genre for awhile. Other than 
that, I kind of just go with the flow. 
… If I play one song, I have a couple 
other songs in the back of my head 
that complement that.” 
As for the mainstream selec-
tions, January said his most popu-
lar request by far is Taylor Swift’s “I 
Knew You Were Trouble.” 
“I get it so much I’ll tell people I 
don’t have it,” January said. 
January has also performed out-
side of Kenyon. Having signed with 
Stanley Talent Management Com-
pany last year, he was able to find 
gigs and perform at bars and for 
rush events at universities in Texas, 
his home state. 
Frisher, an economics major 
who hails from San Francisco, dif-
fers somewhat from Arlia and Janu-
ary in that he creates his own elec-
tronic music. He got into DJing in 
high school and became more de-
voted to the craft after his first year 
at Kenyon, when he interned in San 
Francisco for a company that makes 
DJ equipment. In the last two years, 
Frisher has stopped performing as 
often and started focusing on creat-
ing original content. 
“I’ve become more interested 
in original music,” Frisher said. 
“Sometimes I’ll perform at the VI 
[and] sometimes at my apartment 
for parties. Freshman and sopho-
more years I used to perform more 
at Old Kenyon and frat parties, and 
I don’t do that as much now.” 
Working under the professional 
alias “Slaptop,” Frisher has spent 
the past year and a half producing. 
He currently works between six and 
seven hours a day in the studio; his 
goal is to finish an EP before he 
graduates. The project is part of an 
independent study, so he receives 
credit for his hard work. “Relative 
to DJing, [producing] is much more 
technical and difficult,” said Frisher. 
He has already developed a fan-
base in San Francisco through the 
music he puts online, and actually 
flew home to perform a few shows 
there last year. He stressed that he is 
still assessing whether he can make 
his professional aspirations work. 
“I’m still in the creative learn-
ing phase,” he said. “There still has 
to be a decision of whether I’m go-
ing to go for this 100 percent. I can 
theoretically make enough [money] 
DJing and create a fan base this 
way, or at some point I say this isn’t 
working and I try something else.” 
Brandon January ’15, Luke Frisher ’13 and Zach Arlia ’14 are all student DJs who spin at the VI, all-campus parties and private parties, as well as in professional settings.
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Ariana McSweeney ’13
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Why has Pope 
Benedict XVI 
resigned?
What high school 
academic program 
was formerly called 
“The Kenyon Plan”?
What is the name of 
the current bachelor 
on the reality TV 
show The Bachelor?
What holiday is on 
Feb. 18?
Health reasons
Sean Lowe
The Advanced 
Placement (AP) program
Presidents’ Day
No idea
Haley Townsend ’16
Weekly Scores
Jenna Willett ’14 Claire Brautigam ’15
Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:
Don’t know
Don’t know
I don’t know.
Health reasons
No idea
No idea
Presidents’ Day
He couldn’t travel anymore 
and was tired out.
I don’t know.
No idea
Presidents’ Day
He committed a crime.
Ryan
I don’t know.
Presidents’ Day
lash
13
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David McCabe ’14 is spending the semester in the District of Columbia.
COURTESY OF DAVID MCCABE
    DAVID MCCABE
CONTRIBUTOR “ I    In staying in the United States for my off-campus study experience, I’ve been able to get a deeper sense of the political process.”
David McCabe ’14
Washington, D.C.
Last semester, I ran 
into a professor in the 
political science de-
partment while I was 
waiting to get the form 
signed that would al-
low me to get credit for 
courses I’m taking off-
campus this semester. 
He saw the form, and 
asked me where I was 
going.
I told him: Washing-
ton, D.C.
He replied with 
something between 
disdain and pity. How 
could I waste my off-
campus experience, and 
my parents’ money, on 
the 25th-largest city in 
America?
So let’s make sure 
something is clear: I am 
not abroad. I do not tell 
people I’m abroad (I tell 
them I’m off-campus). I 
fully recognize that in 
many ways I’ve taken 
the easy route. 
There’s no need for 
me to learn a new lan-
guage, eat anything that 
challenges my Ameri-
can palette, or — God 
forbid — be forced to 
challenge any of the as-
sumptions that I make 
because I’ve lived state-
side my entire life.
But my experience 
in D.C. so far has gone 
a long way to breaking 
up the monotony of Ke-
nyon life, and, I hope, 
taught me about my 
home country in a way 
I haven’t been exposed 
to before. My program, 
administered through 
American University, 
is all about how policy, 
often undertaken at the 
federal level, can direct-
ly affect the way com-
munities form and the 
way their members live.
Consider the way 
the federal government 
controls housing in low-
er-income communi-
ties. A few weeks ago, 
we studied the Hope VI 
program, which was a 
federal initiative to re-
place “troubled” hous-
ing projects (places like 
Cabrini-Green in Chi-
cago, for example) with 
mixed-income commu-
nities.
The way this policy 
was written, though, 
made it diff icult for 
past residents to move 
back in — disrupt-
ing the communities 
that formed around the 
projects and denying 
housing to vulnerable 
populations. While it ’s 
possible to learn about 
the impact of a poli-
cy like Hope VI just 
by reading about it, I 
think it has been un-
deniably helpful for me 
and my classmates to 
walk around Ward 8 of 
the District, looking at 
Hope VI developments 
and public housing that 
has been maintained 
through other routes. 
Not only does it allow 
us to draw the line be-
tween the policy-as-
written and the policy-
as-lived, but these trips 
are also an essential re-
minder that decisions 
on Capitol Hill have 
real effects on people.
There’s also an in-
ternship component to 
my program. I’m work-
ing two days a week for 
a public policy consult-
ing f irm that works on 
behalf of a number of 
social-justice causes. It’s 
been a great view into 
the political process, 
one that has proved a 
worthwhile supplement 
to my political science 
studies at Kenyon.
There’s also some-
thing to be said for 
spending some time in a 
city as vibrant as Wash-
ington while you’re 
studying off-campus. 
While the District isn’t 
home to one of Ameri-
ca’s great opera compa-
nies and doesn’t have 
the food scene of my na-
tive New York, it does 
provide immense access 
to some of America’s 
most inf luential people. 
In the last month, I’ve 
been at events with U.S. 
senators and seen Su-
preme Court Justice So-
nia Sotomayor.
So yes, it ’s true that 
by spending my spring 
semester here, I’m not 
broadening my horizons 
much in a traditional 
sense. 
But in staying in the 
United States for my 
off-campus study expe-
rience, I’ve been able to 
get a deeper sense of the 
political process. 
It ’s an experience 
that I think will serve 
me well in my senior 
year at Kenyon, and po-
tentially as I make my 
post-graduate decisions 
as well. And if the only 
price for that is a few 
scoffs from my profes-
sors, then that’s f ine by 
me.
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Renegade presents a tale of violence and absurdity
    SARAH LEHR
A&E EDITOR
K
Four first years were murdered 
in Weaver Cottage on Saturday, 
Feb. 16 before an audience of 25. 
Renegade’s Deathtrap lived up to its 
name. Ethan Raduns-Silverstein ’16 
directed the play, which also ran on 
Friday, Feb. 15. 
The set itself was a nod to the 
play’s genre. Posters from thrill-
ers adorned the room where all the 
scenes took place — the living room 
of playwright Sidney Bruhl (Sam 
Whipple ’16). The Bruhls’ old Con-
necticut home offered a classic hor-
ror story setting. Somehow, though, 
the coziness of Weaver and the 
bright lighting made the Bruhl resi-
dence seem a little too homey and a 
little less sinister.
Fortunately, however, Whipple 
brought a dose of ominousness to 
the play through his portrayal of the 
brusque and overly-ambitious Sid-
ney.  In a moment of delicious ar-
rogance, Sidney says to his former 
student Clifford Anderson (Noah 
Weinman ’16), “I’m sorry if I awe 
you.” Whipple’s portrayal makes it 
abundantly clear that Sidney will 
stop at nothing to feed his own 
reputation as a playwright. Sidney’s 
wife, Myra (a dynamic Sarah White 
’16), concludes that Sidney plans to 
murder his pupil so that he can steal 
Clifford’s play and publish it as its 
own. Thanks to the comedic sen-
sitivity of White, in particular, the 
interplay between Sidney and Myra 
proved to be one of the most enter-
taining elements of the play. Like 
most married couples, the Bruhls 
have spats, only theirs involve what 
to do with a dead body.
The play’s beginning drags a bit. 
The title makes it clear that a mur-
der will happen, and as Sidney, 
Myra and Clifford exchange admit-
tedly clever dialogue in the Bruhl 
living room, the audience wishes 
that the murder would just happen 
already. Finally, at the end of the 
second scene, Sidney strangles Clif-
ford with his tie.  As he gasped for 
breath, Clifford jerked about in an 
exaggerated, theatrical way and suc-
cessfully kept the eyes of the audi-
ence glued to the action.
Soon after Sidney tells his wife 
that he has disposed of Clifford’s 
body in their vegetable patch, the 
Bruhls’ neighbor, Helga ten Dorp 
(Caroline Fenn ’16), shows up unin-
vited at the Bruhl residence. Fenn’s 
intentionally ridiculous portrayal of 
Helga, a psychic, injected a much-
needed dose of verve into the play. 
Fenn sported an accent from an 
indeterminate Eastern European 
country and would frequently freeze 
to gaze off into the distance and de-
liver prophecies. This over-the-top 
type of comedy provided a nice con-
trast to Sidney’s dry humor — after 
murdering someone, he remarks, 
“No blood on the carpet. 10 points 
for neatness.”
Sidney may be a tidy killer, but 
the play’s plot got a lot messier as 
it entered its second half. Clifford’s 
murder at the hands of Sidney felt 
inevitable. But, moments before in-
termission, another, more shocking 
murder entered the picture. Mem-
Post Grad musically navigates life, love, real world
    PAIGE SHERMIS 
A&E EDITOR
K
In the musical Post Grad, 
Stage Femmes’ debut produc-
tion, the end of college is only 
the beginning.
Post Grad ’s script, as well as 
its music and lyrics, were writ-
ten by Beth Hyland ’13, who 
began the project while study-
ing at the National Theater 
Institute in Connecticut last 
March, continued writing the 
second act during the sum-
mer, and finished the musical 
in January.  
“Post Grad focuses on a 
recent college graduate, Hal-
ey, and her two best friends 
[played by Sarah White ’16 
and Anna Yukevich ’16], as 
they work at internships and 
try to figure out what to do 
with their lives. It was par-
tially inspired by important 
friendships and relationships 
in my life, as well as by the 
uncertainty that I’ve seen my 
friends face when trying to 
find a job and plan their lives 
after college,” Hyland said.
The show stars Maureen 
Hoff ’15 (who acted last se-
mester in Balm in Gilead) as 
Haley, who holds an unpaid 
internship at a feminist pop-
culture blog, and James Plun-
kett ’13 as 22-year-old Nate.
“[Hyland], the author, de-
scribes [Haley] as a mixture 
of Liz Lemon and Mary Ty-
ler Moore, which I could not 
agree with more,” Hoff said. 
“She’s spunky and a little 
wacky in the best way pos-
sible.”
Nate, Haley’s romantic in-
terest, is similarly silly in per-
sonality.
“Nate is sort of a very ear-
nest goon of a guy; [he] always 
seems to mean the best but is 
often awkward and just fum-
bles things sometimes. He re-
ally cares about his cat,” Plun-
kett said of his character.
The 18-person cast has 
been rehearsing for a little 
over four weeks, according to 
director Emma Miller ’15.
“The rehearsal process has 
been a lot like what I imagine 
training to be an astronaut is 
like — just whimsical and 
fun, [with] increasingly less 
gravity. Everyone involved 
has just come at the produc-
tion with so much energy that 
it is hard to not get really into 
it during rehearsals,” Plunkett 
said.
In addition to acting in the 
show, Plunkett also wrote one 
of the show’s songs, “Sailor 
Ballad.”
Described by Hyland as a 
“valentine to female friend-
ship,” Post Grad boasts themes 
that are relatable to both the 
Kenyon community and the 
mission of Stage Femmes.
“[Post Grad] matches up 
perfectly with so many aims 
of Stage Femmes as an or-
ganization,” Miller said. 
“[Hyland] captures a feeling 
we all understand — to be 
struggling to find our place as 
young adults moving out into 
the real world — and she does 
so with spirit [and] heart.” 
Although this is Miller’s 
first Stage Femmes produc-
tion, she is not new to direct-
ing at Kenyon.
“This is the third show 
I’ve directed at Kenyon. I di-
rected Renegade’s Arsenic 
and Old Lace in the fall of my 
freshman year, and then last 
semester I directed an inde-
pendent student production of 
Boeing Boeing,” Miller said.
Hyland hopes that Post 
Grad will be the first of many 
musicals that she will write.
“Over the summer, a 
friend from the National The-
ater Institute and I wrote a 
musical — he wrote the book, 
I wrote the music and lyrics — 
and we’re planning to revise 
and re-stage the show after we 
graduate,” Hyland said.
Overall, this musical 
promises a picture of what 
may be to come for Kenyon 
students.
“I think of it as the musi-
cal version of [the HBO show] 
bers of the audience laughed, swore 
and gasped audibly when Clifford 
staggered into the living room and 
attacked Sidney. Myra suffered a 
heart attack at the sight of the sup-
posedly dead Clifford attacking her 
husband. As it turned out, Clif-
ford and Sidney were in cahoots the 
whole time. Now, Clifford and Sid-
ney could work together free from 
Myra and get rich off of their plays. 
Apparently, Sidney and Clifford 
are lovers, but Whipple and Wein-
man offered little sense of the pair 
as anything beyond coworkers and 
housemates. When Whipple called 
Clifford “dear” or when Weinman 
said “I’ll buy that” after Whipple 
asked him to go to bed, it felt cold 
and matter-of-fact rather than flir-
tatious. 
On the other hand, Weinman 
sensitively captured the tension be-
tween Clifford’s feigned innocence 
and his scheming nature. Clifford 
betrays Sidney and, as the two strug-
gle, they end up murdering each 
other. Raduns-Silverstein’s decision 
to emphasize the comedic absurdity 
of this double-homicide rather than 
its horror proved successful: the au-
dience tittered at Sidney’s weapon 
of choice, a medieval crossbow. In 
the final scene, Helga meets with 
lawyer Porter Milgrim (effectively 
played by Joseph Randles ’16) and 
ends up killing him in self-defense. 
The bodies pile up, and it becomes 
clear that Deathtrap is not a realistic 
play. But, that’s not the point.
Girls. But happier, less nudity 
and less weird sex,” Hoff said. 
“It’s about the crazy anxiety 
and confusion that comes 
with graduating from college.”
Post Grad will run on Fri-
day, Feb. 22 and Saturday, Feb. 
23 at 9:00 p.m. and on Sun-
day, Feb. 24 at 2:00 p.m in 
the Bolton Theater. Tickets can 
be reserved by emailing stage-
femmes@kenyon.edu.
Meredith (Anna Yukevich ’16), Cassie (Sarah White ’16) and Haley (Maureen Hoff  ’15) are three friends 
who work as interns at a feminist pop culture blog in Post Grad, a musical written by Beth Hyland ’13. 
AMBER KRAUS
Sarah White  ’16 and Sam Whipple ’16 act in Renegade’s Deathtrap. The five-person, all-first year play ran on Friday, 
Feb. 15 and Saturday, Feb. 16 in Weaver Cottage.
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Rollicking variety show innovates and entertains
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    PETER FROST
STAFF WRITER
K
An exercise in dance, 
comedy and technology, 
The Mitch Show packed 
a dizzying punch of en-
tertainment last Satur-
day night. An at-capacity 
Hill Theater buzzed with 
anticipation for the show, 
named for its creator and 
star, Mitchell Rose. Over 
the course of the two-
hour performance, The 
Mitch Show ran the gam-
ut of entertainment pos-
sibilities, featuring leder-
hosen, a trip to the O.K. 
Corral alongside mutants 
and a mixture of short 
f ilms and participation-
driven activities that kept 
the lively audience in a 
perpetual state of laugh-
ter.
Rose, a professor of 
dance and f ilmmaking at 
the Ohio State Univer-
sity, has brought itera-
tions of The Mitch Show 
around the world, act-
ing as a Cultural Envoy 
for the U.S. State De-
partment during a tour 
through Kosovo as well 
as performing at schools, 
universities, and pris-
ons as a resident artist 
for the Cultural Council 
Foundation’s CETA Art-
ists Project. “If you want 
a moment-by-moment 
evaluation of your dance, 
do it in prison,” he said 
about the experience. 
Rose, who attended Tufts 
University planning on a 
career in electrical engi-
neering, eventually took 
a dance class and decid-
ed that his passion lay in 
the arts instead, becom-
ing the institution’s f irst 
dance major. 
Rose kicked things off 
with a humorous exami-
nation of body language 
with “Learn to Speak 
Body,” a segment that 
parodied instruction-
al videos of yesteryear 
by dissecting everyday 
movement. Examining 
how a jutting hip and 
eye roll can be read as 
“Oh my God,” and how 
an open palm indicates 
“I have no weapon,” the 
skit, like much of Rose’s 
material, served a slice 
of commentary alongside 
the ample dose of laugh-
ter. Rose next launched 
into “Process of Elimi-
nation,” an audience par-
ticipation skit that began 
the show’s unremitting 
momentum.
Weaving together 
videos and interactive 
shorts, The Mitch Show 
proved to be a welcome 
and eclectic mix of media 
and performance.  Rose, 
who directs, writes and 
edits all of his video piec-
es, featured short f ilms 
that were comprised of 
animation, acting and 
dance. Many examined 
the relationship between 
humanity and technol-
ogy. One such f ilm, “El-
evator World,” an ani-
mated short, featured a 
utopian world all within 
the confines of an eleva-
tor. Films shown later 
in the evening such as 
“Deere John” and “Is-
lands in the Sky” featured 
humans dancing within 
construction equipment, 
to humorous and surreal 
effect. Closing the sec-
tion dedicated to his cho-
reographed videos was 
“Advance,” a visually ar-
resting short f ilm that 
featured dancers march-
ing through interposed 
landscapes while per-
forming a routine. 
Although the video 
shorts were strong, the 
true high points of the 
evening were the ones 
that allowed the audi-
ence to come onstage 
and be a part of the cre-
ation process. “Podpeo-
ple: Malibu Mutants at 
the O.K. Corral” starred 
f ive students as travelers 
through the space-time 
continuum, a segment 
that provoked the most 
laughter from the lively 
audience. The penulti-
mate act, titled “Follow 
the Leder(hosen)” also 
proved to be one of the 
most entertaining skits 
of the evening. Dedicat-
ed to, in Rose’s words, 
“the outdoor spirit of 
Gambier,” the segment 
featured Rose donning 
lederhosen and lead-
ing a pack of 14 audi-
ence members arranged 
in a pyramid formation 
through an intricate and 
Mitchell Rose, creator and star of The Mitch Show, poses during one of his sketches. Rose is a professor of dance and filmmaking 
at the Ohio State University, and he has performed iterations of The Mitch Show around the world.
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amusing dance routine 
set to an upbeat ode to 
exploration. 
And while the eve-
ning was f illed with 
lighthearted dance and 
entertainment, Rose’s 
material also probed at 
deeper societal construc-
tions and the relation-
ships that people develop 
with innovation. During 
the question-and-answer 
session after the show, 
Rose said, “Technology 
is the compliment that 
goes next to performance 
and makes it seem more 
human to me.”
The Polyanna photographer: Salomon ’82 seeks beauty
    SARAH LEHR
ARTS EDITOR
K
When Alyssa Salo-
mon ’82 turned eight, 
her parents gave her a 
camera and a watch. 
“Those were two objects 
that kept track of life’s 
process,” she said.
Salomon, a profes-
sor at Virginia Com-
monwealth Universi-
ty’s School of the Arts, 
spoke in Horvitz Hall 
to an audience of around 
40 on Thursday, Feb. 14 
during Common Hour. 
The title of her talk, 
“These Wild Ecstasies 
& Making Photographs 
to See What Photo-
graph Sees,” alluded to 
William Wordsworth’s 
poem, “Tintern Abbey.”
Salomon said that her 
parents were somewhat 
disappointed by the pic-
tures that she took with 
her birthday present.
“They were pictures 
of roots, branches and 
sidewalks,” she said. 
“They weren’t pictures 
of my smiling friends.” 
She then added, “I did 
have friends.”
In the years since, 
Salomon has learned to 
take more interesting 
pictures, but she’s held 
on to her fascination 
with objects. After leav-
ing her job in f inance 
and moving to Rich-
mond, Va., she started 
arranging miscellaneous 
tidbits into vaguely-hu-
man statuettes. 
But Salomon said that 
when she took photos 
of these statues, they 
“ just looked like piles 
of stuff.” To solve this 
problem, she borrowed 
the composition seen in 
19th-century daguerreo-
type portraits. This way, 
viewers would associate 
the statues with people. 
In the age of daguerre-
otypes, “having your 
picture taken was a en-
nobling experience,” Sa-
lomon said. She hopes 
that the way she shoots 
her statues will similarly 
ennoble what would oth-
erwise be piles of junk. 
“It’s about the stuff that 
people hold sacred,” she 
said.
Salomon realizes that 
these statues are at risk 
of seeming kitschy and 
ironic, but she strives for 
sincerity in her artwork.
“Irony is such a dead 
end, which isn’t to say 
that I don’t love it,” she 
said.
Salomon’s sense of 
humor is occasionally 
sardonic. She described 
her former home in 
Richmond as, “in a leafy 
area, but … pretty ur-
ban. ... I mean someone 
rang my doorbell and 
tried to sell me crack.”
Before her talk in 
Horvitz, she offered ar-
tistic feedback to Ken-
yon seniors. After Sa-
lomon saw a student’s 
pornographic painting, 
she pronounced it “not 
hardcore enough.”
Yet Salomon’s collec-
tion of photos, Tell Me 
Again, the World Will Be 
Beautiful, captures opti-
mism rather than snark. 
The project focuses on 
the outdoors and on wa-
ter, in particular.
Salomon loves tak-
ing her telephoto lens to 
Virginia Beach. She de-
scribed how people take 
on a kind of near-bap-
tismal innocence when 
they splash around in the 
water and she quipped 
that, so far, no one has 
arrested her for taking 
pictures of nearly-naked 
beachgoers.
Years ago, Salomon 
“     We often see the person who is Polyanna as being stupid. But I’m going to see things that are beautiful. I’m going to find the sublime.
Alyssa Salomon ’82 
went to the beach with 
her students from the 
Penland School of Crafts 
in N.C. “Normally, they 
drank a lot of beer and 
smoked a lot and were 
generally crabby,” she 
said. “But as soon as they 
got in the water they 
looked like angels.”
Salomon shared one 
of her pieces, which is a 
silkscreen riff ing off of a 
line from Irving Berlin’s 
“Blue Skies.” Salomon 
commented on how our 
experience of a blue sky 
is simply an illusion that 
arises because of the way 
that light is ref lected. 
According to Solomon, 
however, that doesn’t 
mean that we should ap-
preciate a blue sky any 
less.
“We often see the 
person who is Polyan-
na as being stupid,” she 
said. “But I’m going to 
see things that are beau-
tiful. I’m going to f ind 
the sublime.”
“These Wild Ecstasies (for A. Skiskin),” a 2010 photograph by Alyssa Salomon ’82, who deliv-
ered a lecture on her work last Thursday.
COURESY OF ALYSSA SALOMON
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Lords place second to Denison at NCAC championship
    NINA ZIMMERMAN 
SPORTS EDITOR
K
“I thought my last time 
swimming [in Canton] was 
senior year in high school,” 
Austin Caldwell ’15 said. 
“It’s the same pool I swam at 
for high school state [cham-
pionships] in Ohio.” But 
the freestyler from Love-
land, Ohio was back at the 
C.T. Branin Natatorium 
for the three-day North 
Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) Championships, 
where Kenyon lost to Deni-
son University 1515-1704.
Despite the Lords’ loss, 
the three-day meet was pep-
pered with strong swims, 
personal bests and con-
ference records. For Cur-
tis Ramsey ’13, who swam 
several personal bests at the 
meet, the conference cham-
pionships culminated in him 
winning the NCAC Men’s 
Swimmer of the Year award. 
“I was definitely surprised 
by the honor,” Ramsey said. 
“My goal is to swim fast and 
hopefully set an example for 
the other underclassmen to 
swim best times, show them 
that they’ve been doing the 
same training as me, and ev-
eryone is capable of getting 
those performances to get 
to the [National Collegiate 
Athletic Association] meet.” 
“There were some really 
exceptional swims,” Head 
Coach Jessen Book ’01 said. 
“Overall I think there’s some 
stuff here that we can really 
build on for NCAAs.”
The Lords began the meet 
on Thursday with a win in 
the 200-yard freestyle relay, 
with the team of Ian Stew-
art-Bates ’13, Percy Gates 
’16, Ramsey and Ian Rich-
ardson ’14 hitting the wall 
about two seconds before 
Denison, the second-place 
team. Later, Joseph Guil-
foyle ’15 upset Denison’s 
Al Weik to win the 500-
yard freestyle in 4:30.03. 
Caldwell placed third in the 
200-yard individual medley. 
“[I] wasn’t really expecting 
to go that fast,” he said. In 
the 400-yard medley relay, 
Jon Rooker ’13, Alex Beck-
with ’14, Ramsey and Stew-
art-Bates won the race and 
shattered the old NCAC 
record — previously held by 
Denison — with their time 
of 3:17.89.
“Relays are really some-
thing you can hang your hat 
on as a team, so it’s some-
thing that Kenyon is known 
for, and we take a lot of pride 
in that,” Stewart-Bates said.
On Friday, Rooker won 
the 100-yard backstroke 
and Book said that Rooker’s 
time of 49.43 is the third-
fastest in the country so far 
this year. In the 800-yard 
freestyle relay, Caldwell, 
Stewart-Bates, Gates and 
Richardson won by breaking 
another Denison-held con-
ference record in 6:38.30. 
In the final leg of the race, 
Richardson caught and then 
passed Weik after being sev-
eral body lengths behind.
“[Richardson] anchored 
the relay and dove in three 
body lengths behind and 
caught up to Al Weik, who’s 
the national record holder,” 
Ramsey said.
“There’s obviously a lot 
of willpower behind that, 
and [Richardson] wanted it 
bad,” Stewart-Bates said. 
Despite the records 
and great relays, the Lords 
still trailed Denison 1065-
1115.5 heading into Satur-
day, the final day of com-
petition. That evening, the 
Lords took four out of the 
top five spots in the 100-
yard freestyle and easily won 
the 400-yard freestyle relay. 
But Denison held onto its 
lead and won the confer-
ence for the fifth consecu-
tive year.
“I think we performed 
really well and that we came 
out of there performing bet-
ter than we thought we were 
going to,” Stewart-Bates 
said.
This weekend the Lords 
have another chance to 
qualify for the NCAA 
championships when they 
host the Kenyon College 
Classic. Book referred to the 
meet as a “glorified time tri-
al” that serves as “a great op-
portunity to swim fast … if 
you have a real strong reason 
for being there.”
“We need to remain 
hungry,” Book said, “be-
cause ultimate success will 
be defined later on this sea-
son, and … whether we had 
great swims this past week-
end or average swims this 
past weekend, if we lose our 
hunger, we’re certain to have 
average swims at the end of 
the season.”
Ladies Basketball eliminates Oberlin from playoffs
    KEVIN PAN 
STAFF WRITER
K
Continuing their ex-
cellent season, the La-
dies basketball team 
defeated the Allegheny 
Gators 57-44 on Satur-
day, Feb. 16 to clinch the 
second seed in the North 
Coast Athletic Confer-
ence championship tour-
nament. They followed 
up that win with a 70-61 
victory against Oberlin 
College in their home 
quarterf inal game on 
Tuesday, Feb. 19.
The win was espe-
cially meaningful for the 
team because it was se-
nior night.
“I think it was a great 
way to end the season,” 
Maureen Hirt ’14 said. 
“The seniors all played 
awesome and it was just a 
great way to honor them. 
Senior day is all about 
thanking all they have 
given to the program 
and it was just great to 
see them all do well.”
The last time the La-
dies faced Allegheny on 
Jan. 26, they lost by one 
basket. 
“Everyone stepped 
up,” Hirt said. We hope 
this can continue into 
the tournament so no-
body can stop us.”
The Ladies’ f irst op-
ponent in the tourna-
ment was Oberlin. The 
Yeowomen traveled to 
Kenyon on Feb. 19, only 
to get beaten by the La-
dies 70-61. The Ladies 
came out and played 
stellar defense and out-
hustled and out-re-
bounded Oberlin, and 
results showed on the 
scoreboard. At halftime, 
the score was 38-21. 
In the second half, 
Head Coach Suzanne 
Helfant decided to rest 
her starters and give her 
reserves playoff experi-
ence. The Yeowomen 
managed to chip away at 
the lead, but the Ladies 
didn’t dip below double-
digits until a 3-pointer 
at the buzzer by Oberlin 
cut the def icit to nine. 
Kayla Ernst ’13 record-
ed her sixth-straight 
20-point-or-more game 
and Katie Adlam ’13 
scored a career-high 18 
points. 
Autumn Anderson 
’14 said the solid win 
should start the Ladies 
off on the right foot in 
the tournament. “The 
game against Oberlin 
was a great start to the 
playoffs this week since 
everyone contributed,” 
she said. “We played ex-
tremely composed and 
disciplined. There were 
many moments where we 
could have given Ober-
lin momentum to come 
back, but we kept our 
conf idence and contin-
ued to play through. It 
was great to see the se-
niors playing well and 
having a lot of fun since 
it was the last time they 
would have a home game 
here at Kenyon.”
The Ladies’ next 
game will be against fa-
miliar foe Allegheny at 
DePauw University in 
Greencastle, Ind. this 
Friday evening. DePauw 
is hosting the semif inals 
and f inals this year. 
Anderson said the 
Ladies will be ready for 
another game against 
Joseph Guilfoyle ’15 dives in for the 1650-yard freestyle on Saturday, Feb. 16. Guilfoyle placed second with a time of 15:49.24.
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the Gators. 
“Allegheny took us by 
surprise the f irst time we 
played them,” Anderson 
said, “so it is important 
for us to have a competi-
tive mentality this up-
coming Friday. We will 
also need to eliminate 
some of our turnovers. 
Allegheny is a competi-
tive team and is going 
to come ready to f ight. 
However, we have been 
preparing our whole sea-
son for this week, and I 
don’t see any letdowns 
anytime soon.”
Kayla Ernst ’13 shoots in the Ladies’ NCAC tournament quarterfinal game against Oberlin 
College on Feb. 19. Ernst scored 22 points in that game, which the Ladies won 70-61.
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SCOREBOARD
FEB. 14-16
at NCaC CHaMPIONSHIP 
CANTON, OHIO
MEN: 2ND, WOMEN: 2ND
FEB. 16
at aLBION COLLEGE 
BEVERLY HILLS, MICH.
L 9-10
FEB. 19
vS WaBaSH COLLEGE
GAMBIER, OHIO
W 77-72
FEB. 19
vS OBERLIN COLLEGE
GAMBIER, OHIO
W 70-61
SWIMMING AND DIVING MEN’S LACROSSE MEN’S BASKETBALL WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
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Lords indoor track places third at Kenyon Classic
Carlo Gagliardo ’13 set the Kenyon record in the 60-meter dash on Feb. 17.
COURTESY OF MARTIN FULLER
    REED DICKERSON 
STAFF WRITER
K
At the Kenyon Classic this 
past weekend, the Lords track 
and f ield team delivered a solid 
performance at home in their 
run-up to the North Coast 
Athletic Conference (NCAC) 
Championship. The Lords 
came in third overall, with 
a total of 89 points, losing to 
f irst-place Pennsylvania State 
University-Behrend (143.4 
points), and second-place Ohio 
Wesleyan University (118 
points). 
In the individual track 
events, Neil Campbell ’14 
clinched f irst place in the 5K 
with a time of 15.57.25. Jack-
son Cabo ’13 f inished two 
spots back, taking fourth with 
a time of 16:34.04.
“I got injured back in Sep-
tember,” Campbell said. “And 
I had been doing rehab and re-
covery, and I had been train-
ing for about a month, and I’d 
been feeling pretty good and 
progressing well with that. 
And I didn’t want conference 
to be my f irst race back, be-
cause that’s gonna be a big 
race. I knew I wanted to be at 
the front of that pack. I really 
wanted [the 5K] to be under 16 
minutes. I wasn’t going to be 
happy if it wasn’t.” 
 At the other end of the 
spectrum, Joey Cordle ’14 took 
thetop spot in the 60-meter 
hurdles with a time of 8.60. 
Other notable runs included 
Sam Lagasse’s ’16 in the 3K 
with a time of 8.59.13 and Nat 
Fox’s ’16 in the mile with a 
time of 4:32.56. Both missed 
out on f irst by a mere three 
and four seconds, respectively. 
In the relays, the Lords took 
f ifth in the 4x200-meter re-
lay with Kye Duren ’16,  Brett 
Williams ’13, Jamar Chiches-
ter ’14 and Jordan Wehner ’14 
f inishing in 1:37.49. Cordle 
also f inished f ifth in the long 
jump with a f inal distance of 
5.98 meters.   
Carlo Gagliardo ’13 also 
had a good run, snatching up 
two second-place slots in both 
the 60-meter and 200-meter 
dashes, with times of 7.12 and 
22.78, respectively. Gagliar-
do’s latest time in the 60-me-
ter dash broke both his per-
sonal record of 7.18, which he 
set last year at the North Coast 
Athletic Conference Champi-
onship (NCAC) meet, and Ke-
nyon’s record. 
His second-place f in-
ish marks the second record-
breaking run for the Lords in 
as many weeks, the 4x200 relay 
team broke the school record 
in Westerville on Feb. 9. Their 
respective runs also set both 
Gagliardo and the relay team 
in fourth for the 60-meter dash 
and the 4x200 relay coming in 
the NCAC Conference for this 
upcoming weekend, barring an 
upset at Denison University. 
Other top-ten-seeded times 
for Kenyon going into the con-
ference championships include 
Nat Fox ’16 at ninth in the 
mile, Lagasse at ninth in the 
3K and eighth in the 5K, and 
Cordle moving up to sixth in 
the 60-meter hurdles with his 
winning time set at the Ken-
yon Classic. 
Campbell said he has high 
hopes for the conference cham-
pionships. “I’m expecting Sam 
Lagasse to score in at least the 
5K, and I’d like both of us to 
score,” he said. 
The Lords compete next 
Men’s LAX starts season
    NINA ZIMMERMAN 
SPORTS EDITOR
K
For their f irst on-f ield 
action of the 2013 sea-
son, the Lords lacrosse 
team headed to Beverly 
Hills — Michigan, that 
is — to face Albion Col-
lege. Despite leading the 
Britons 8-5 at halftime, 
the Lords could not hang 
on and had to settle for a 
9-10 loss. 
“We went up fairly 
quickly, and then our ex-
ecution just suffered and 
we allowed them to get 
back into the game a lit-
tle,” Head Coach Doug 
Misarti said. “I give [Al-
bion] credit, they took 
advantage of our errors 
and found a way to beat 
us.”
The game started off 
on a good note. Goals 
from Will Lowe ’14, 
Ross Mauck ’15, Nicky 
Lenard ’15 and two 
from Justin Coleman ’15 
gave the Lords a 5-2 ad-
vantage after the f irst 
quarter, and the Lords 
added to their lead with 
three more goals by Le-
nard, Coleman and Fritz 
Waine ’15 in the second 
quarter. Unfortunately 
for the Lords, the Brit-
ons battled back hard, 
tying the game at the 
end of the third quarter 
and scoring the winning 
shot halfway through 
the fourth. Misarti said 
the team can look at the 
game as a learning expe-
rience. “I think we didn’t 
play as well as a team on 
Saturday as we should 
have,” he said. “But we 
have a talented group. 
Saturday was disap-
pointing, but at the same 
time I think we learned 
a lot from it and I think 
we’re going to be a better 
team for it.”
The Lords’ April 
schedule will be a little 
different than in years 
past, thanks to a new 
conference champion-
ship tournament. Last 
year, both Hiram Col-
lege and DePauw Uni-
versity added men’s la-
crosse to their varsity 
lineups, giving the North 
Coast Athletic Confer-
ence enough teams to 
host such a tournament. 
“The sport’s just 
growing like gangbusters 
nationwide,” Misarti 
said. “It’s the fastest-
growing sport in Amer-
ica, and at the small-col-
lege level it ’s growing at 
the rate of, I believe, … 
six to 10 new programs 
per year in Division III.”
The addition of the 
conference tourna-
ment shifts the focus 
of the Lords’ season to 
their conference play in 
April, according to Mis-
arti. “[It] used to be ev-
ery game was kind of a 
one-game playoff, where 
if this was last season 
and we lost [the Albion 
game], that would af-
fect our consideration 
for a national tourna-
ment bid,” he said. “But 
now it’s a regular season 
game outside of confer-
ence. Certainly the loss 
hurts and we wanted to 
win the game, but for the 
ultimate goal of winning 
the conference it doesn’t 
affect that one bit.”
The Lords will next 
take on two non-con-
ference challenges. The 
team will travel to Salem, 
Va., to play 11th-ranked 
Roanoke College. Play-
ing a nationally ranked 
team will be a good test 
for the Lords this early 
in the season, especially 
since rival Denison Uni-
versity is ranked right 
above Roanoke at 10th. 
After Roanoke, the 
Lords will return home 
to Gambier to take on 
Washington and Jeffer-
son College in their f irst 
home game of the season 
on Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 
3:00 p.m. 
Ladies indoor track 
finishes sixth at home
    ESTEBAN BACHELET 
STAFF WRITER
K
Seven buses lined 
up outside the Kenyon 
Athletic Center (KAC), 
and the snow accumu-
lated outside the KAC’s 
stained glass as eight 
teams squeezed into 
the packed Toan Indoor 
Track for the Kenyon 
College Classic this past 
Saturday.
“It was really fun to 
run at the Kenyon track 
and have everyone here,” 
Lauren Bittrich ’16 said. 
“[It] was really awesome 
for us.” Bittrich ran with 
the 4x400-meter relay 
team and ran the mile as 
an individual. 
 After 17 track and 
f ield events, the Ladies 
placed sixth out of the 
eight teams competing, 
f inishing with 60 total 
points. The College of 
Wooster won the Clas-
sic with 105.50 points, 
narrowly edging Ohio 
Wesleyan University by 
three points. Penn State-
Behrend took third place 
with 94 points.
Even though the 
Classic is pre-Confer-
ence Championship, the 
meet still allows for more 
athletes to compete and 
gain momentum, help-
ing to build conf idence, 
according to head coach 
Duane Gomez.  
That conf idence is 
showing with the dis-
tance team. Natalie Plick 
’16 and Abby Arace ’16, 
distance runners who 
were integral pieces of 
the cross-country team 
that made nationals last 
November, each f inished 
f irst in an event. Plick 
won the 800-meter dash 
in 2:17.19 and Arace won 
the 5,000-meter race, 
f inishing in 19:27.12. 
“The distance team, 
for the most part, is all 
cross country runners,” 
Bittrich said. “The 5,000 
[meter race] included 
all cross-country run-
ners. We don’t practice 
as much as sprinters do. 
We practice three times a 
week and cross train the 
other days.” 
In the mile run, Ai-
sha Simon ’15 claimed 
third place in 5:27.68 
while Bittrich f inished 
in f ifth place with a time 
of 5:28.88. The Ladies 
also placed well in the 
3,000-meter race. Ser-
ena Glynn ’16 f inished 
in third place in 11:07.54 
while Nikki Valentini ’14 
f inished two spots be-
hind Glynn in f ifth place 
with a time of 11:32.97.
Glynn was pleased 
with her race. “I was just 
hoping to run with the 
top f ive or six girls,” she 
said. “I had a goal, a time 
per lap. I tried to stay 
with that and I did.” 
The last top-f ive f in-
ish for the Ladies came 
from the 4x400-meter 
relay team that com-
prised Leah Jacques ’13, 
Jenna Willett ’14, Plick 
and Bittrich. Bittrich 
also praised the relay 
teams.
“Our relay teams really 
pulled through,” Bittrich 
said. “I think the [en-
tire track and f ield team] 
team did a great job. We 
are all doing a lot better 
and we are def initely go-
ing to be great at confer-
ences. I have high hopes 
for our team.”
The Ladies will now 
head to the Denison Uni-
versity Last Chance meet 
on Friday Feb. 22, and 
then Wooster, Ohio, for 
the North Coast Athletic 
Conference Multi-Event 
Championship starting 
Saturday, Feb. 23. That 
will be the last meet 
before the important 
NCAC Indoor Cham-
pionships at Wooster on 
March 1 and March 2.
The Lords lost to Albion College 
9-10 in their season opener.
“       I knew I wanted to be at the front of the pack. 
I really wanted [the 5K] 
to be under 16 minutes. I 
wasn’t going to be happy 
if it wasn’t.
Neil Campbell ’14
at Denison University’s Last 
Chance Meet on Friday, Feb. 
22, and at the NCAC Multi-
Event Championships on Sat-
urday, Feb. 23 and Sunday, 
Feb. 24.
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INSIDE: Women’s basketball beats Oberlin, advances in conference championships P. 14
Ladies finish second at conference meet
    ANNA DUNLAVEY 
SPORTS EDITOR
K
Celia Oberholzer ’15 and Hannah Cooper ’15 embrace after swimming the 200-yard backstroke in Canton.
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Men’s basketball defeats Wabash 77-72
    BEN PAYNER 
STAFF WRITER
K
John Bray ’15 scored eight points in the Lords’ victory against Wabash.
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Tennis 
starts 
strong
    ALEX PIJANOWSKI 
STAFF WRITER
K
A strong team effort from both 
starters and the reserves helped 
the Lords basketball team get its 
first postseason win since 2009. 
On Tuesday night. The Lords’ 77-
72 win over Wabash College in 
their quarterfinal matchup.
“I would say we’ve made earn-
ing a home game in the confer-
ence tourney a goal each year,” 
Brian Lebowitz ’14 said. “Emo-
tions were high, and we used this 
emotion as a team to come to-
gether. A lot of people, especially 
some of our younger players, re-
ally stepped up, and I think we’ve 
come a long way as a program.”
The win moved them into the 
semifinals of the North Coast 
Athletic Conference (NCAC) 
tournament. The Lords will 
square off against Ohio Wes-
leyan University on Friday, Feb. 
22 at 6:00 p.m. at the College of 
Wooster.
Lebowitz paced the Lords 
with 22 points, 12 rebounds 
The Ladies swim team fought 
hard from the very first event of the 
North Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) Championships, but de-
spite a number of wins and personal 
best times, they came in second to 
the Denison University Big Red. The 
Ladies finished with 1,604.5 points, 
while Denison ended with 1,654.  
The meet started strong on Thurs-
day, Feb. 14, when diver Maria Zarka 
’16 took second place in the 3-meter 
dives. 
A successful 500-freestyle relay 
yielded four personal bests: Mariah 
Williamson ’16 placed first at 4:54.89, 
Syd Lindblom ’14 came in fourth at 
4:57.17, Kiersten Bell ’13 took fifth 
with a time of 4:58.43 and Hannah 
Saiz ’13 took sixth at 5:00.98. 
But it was the 400-yard medley 
relay at the end of the night that stole 
the show. Celia Oberholzer ’15, Katie 
Kaestner ’16, Saiz and Hillary Yarosh 
’13 smashed both the Kenyon and 
NCAC records in the event, finish-
ing at 3:43.37. The points earned from 
this win were enough to boost the La-
dies to first place after Thursday. 
The Ladies could not hold onto 
their lead on Friday, despite another 
second-place finish from Zarka in the 
1-meter event. Saiz won in the 100-
yard butterfly, Oberholzer in the 100-
yard backstroke and Haley Townsend 
’16, Saiz, Williamson and Yarosh in 
the 800-yard freestyle relay, but Den-
ison still managed to eclipse the La-
dies in the overall standings. 
With the first race on Saturday, 
the 1,650-yard freestyle, it seemed as 
though that gap could be closed. Wil-
liamson placed first in the mile-long 
The Ladies tennis team saw 
action for the first time this 
season on Saturday with a 7-2 
victory over the University of 
Northwestern Ohio in Lima, 
Ohio. 
Amanda Polster ’13 set the 
pace with a victory over Jes-
sie Stambaugh (6-2, 7-5) at 
the number-two singles spot. 
The number-one doubles team 
of Taylor Diffley ’16 and Amy 
Schlessman ’13 defeated North-
western Ohio’s team of St-
ambaugh and Shaleigh Mc-
Clintock (8-4). The number-two 
doubles team of Madison Hoff-
man ’16 and Polster won against 
Kateryna Bondarenko and Na-
thalia de Silva (8-2), and the 
number-three doubles team 
of Samantha Murphy ’16 and 
Abigail Younger ’15 completed 
the sweep with a victory over 
Andrea Arango and Maken-
zie Klock (8-6). At number-one 
singles, Diffley was defeated by 
Arango in a hard-fought match 
that went to three sets (6-2, 4-6, 
6-10). Rounding out the singles 
lineup, Lydia Winkler ’13 lost 
her number-three singles match 
(0-6, 2-6). Lauren Hoffman ’16 
won her number-four singles 
match against de Silva (6-2, 
6-1). Stephanie White ’13 won 
at number-five singles (6-2, 6-2), 
and Elise Altschuler ’16 won in 
number-six singles (6-3, 6-2).
Head Coach Scott Thielke is 
in an interesting position as far 
as the composition of his roster 
is concerned. The official team 
roster consists of eight first-
years, one sophomore and junior 
apiece and four seniors. He gives 
a lot of credit to the women on 
the team for being able to form 
a cohesive unit despite this un-
common age distribution.
Thielke said that, for the 
most part, ability is more of a 
factor than age in determin-
ing how a player will compete. 
The team’s talented pool of first 
years has given the Ladies depth 
across the lineup. 
Thielke said that his team 
met, and in many ways ex-
ceeded, his expectations for the 
commencement of the season. 
At this rate, the Ladies are in a 
good position to improve upon 
their already respectable 10-14 
record of a year ago. The Ladies’ 
next match will be against Hope 
International University in Ful-
lerton, Calif. on March 7.
event at 16:49.21, a personal best and 
NCAC record, and was followed by 
Bell in fourth and Lindblom in fifth. 
The race brought the Ladies 
within 3.5 points of Denison, but 
that was as close as the Ladies could 
get, even with Saiz finishing first 
in the 200-butterfly at 1:58.98, 
and Townsend placing first in the 
100-freestyle at a personal-best time 
of 51.24.
“There’s disappointment when 
you get close to attaining a goal and 
don’t achieve it,” Head Coach Jessen 
Book ’01 said. However, he and his 
team both know how important this 
meet was for the Ladies  — it repre-
sented how far they have come from 
even just a year ago. They have shown 
that they are able to compete against 
strong teams, such as Denison, and 
hold their own. 
“It’s nice to know that we can 
make it close when both teams are at 
their best,” Oberholzer said. “It just 
shows how evenly matched we are, 
and it shows how it is anyone’s meet.”
“We’re a really strong team and 
we’re able to look forward to the next 
challenge,” Williamson said. “I think 
that we did a really good job racing 
and not backing down, even when it 
was a tough fight.” 
“The Ladies brought their all to 
Canton,” Saiz said. “They came with 
every ounce of determination, drive, 
spirit and hope that they possess, and 
I believe that as a team, we did incred-
ibly well.”
The meet saw a number of indi-
vidual accomplishments. Most nota-
bly, Saiz was honored as the NCAC 
Female Swimmer of the Year. The 
Ladies also had several individual 
performances that may not have been 
first place finishes, but broke personal 
records and goals for the year. 
“I think you can look across the 
board, really, and see some special 
swims, from every group, every class, 
every training group,” Book said. “It 
was a really good meet for the Ladies.” 
“You get exciting and inspir-
ing swims from all over the team,” 
Oberholzer said. “At every level of 
the meet, there’s really exciting things 
happening.” 
“These intense moments of watch-
ing and screaming my head off, 
watching my teammates compete and 
cheering them on to bigger and better 
things, watching the everyday strug-
gle pay off in finally breaking a time 
barrier,” Saiz said. “That’s what stands 
out as a highlight.”
This weekend, the Ladies will host 
the Kenyon College Invitational at 
the Kenyon Aquatic Center. Not ev-
ery Lady will be swimming, as many 
will be resting for the upcoming Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) Championships. 
and five blocks on an efficient 
8-14 from the field and 6-7 from 
the stripe. Ikenna Nwadibia ’14 
scored 14 points, and his best play 
came during a critical 18-4 Lords 
run early in the second half dur-
ing which he scored eight points. 
The team’s reserves stepped up 
their play on Tuesday as well. 
Brien Comey ’16, Dan Voigt ’15 
and Cooper Handelsman ’15 con-
tributed 19 points on 8-14 shoot-
ing.
The two teams played a tight 
first half, but the Lords explod-
ed on an 18-4 run at the start 
of the second, and the score was 
50-33 Kenyon with 12:49 left to 
play. Wabash fought back, cut-
ting the lead down to nine with 
just over four minutes to play. 
Some questionable refereeing al-
lowed Wabash to cut the lead to 
just three points with less than 
10 seconds to go. Jonathan Ama-
dor ’15 was fouled after receiving 
the inbounds pass and drained 
his seventh and eighth points of 
the night to seal the victory. In 
the second half, the team shot 52 
percent (13-25) from the field and 
managed to get to the free-throw 
line 25 times, knocking down 18. 
Head Coach Dan Priest was 
proud of his team after the big 
win. “I was very happy for our 
players tonight. They showed 
great resiliency and teamwork,” he 
said. “We  have made significant 
progress as a program by host-
ing a NCAC tournament game 
and advancing to the final four 
teams.  We have received contri-
butions from every single member 
of the team, which is great to see.”
Priest said that playing Ohio 
Wesleyan on Friday will be a 
challenge, but he thinks the 
Lords have what it takes to beat 
them: “Ohio Wesleyan is a na-
tionally-ranked team for a reason: 
they have great players and a great 
coach and they will present a tre-
mendous challenge, but I like the 
way our team is playing right now, 
and I am confident we are ready to 
play in a game of this magnitude.”
